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TEE  Cffiiiro-IEN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


WELTOI  GivRDEN  CITY  URBilK,  HATFIELD  RURAL 
AND  VJELWYN  RUR^iL  DISTRICTS  „ 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitai’y  conditions  of  your  Districts  for  the  year 
1959.  While  dealing  mainly  with  the  environmental  health 
services  for  which  the  Councils  as  Local  Sanitary  Authorities 
are  responsible,  a  brief  account  of  the  related  personal  and 
social  health  services  of  the  County  Council  has,  as  in 
previous  years,  been  included. 

The  health  of  the  Districts  throughout  the  year  has 
been  well  maintained,  the  standardised  Birth,  Death  and  Infant 
Mortality  Ratos  in  each  District  comparing  favourably  with  the 
National  Ratos.  The  presentation  of  the  health  statistics 
has  been  rnodif  j.ed  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  Letter  1/60  of  the  8th  January,  i960,  which  provides 
further  information  regarding  the  peri-natal  mortality  in  each 
district. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  lo\^  apart 
from  measles  which  was  troublesome  during  the  first  fouj? 
months  of  the  year.  While  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  and 
.  other  streptococcal  infections  were  a  little  higher  than  in 
previous  years,  these  relate  to  mild  sporadic  or  familial 
infection  in  young  children,  there  being  no  outbreaks  in  schools 
or  other  institutions,  I  am  pleased  to  report  a  fujrther  year 
of  freedom  from  major  infectious  disease,  including  smallpox 
and  diphtheria  throughout  the  three  districts,  while  the 
Incidence  of  v;hooping  cough  was  negligible,  A  few  cases  of 
sonne  dysentery  and  enteritis  of  uncertain  origin  were  noti¬ 
fied  and  investigated  by  the  Health  Departments,  but  there 
were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  or  salmonella  infections. 

The  continuing  decline  in  the  general  incidence  of  infectious 
illnesses  is  the  reward  of  improving  social  standards  and  the 
good  co-operation  established  between  medical  practitioners, 
the  staffs  of  the  Public  Health  Departments,  and  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  with  early  practical  advice  to  the 
family  to  avoid  the  spread  of  infection. 
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The  diphtheria  imraunisation  and  smallpox  vaccination 
campaigns  have  been  well  maintained  throughont  the  year  as 
shown  by  the  returns  at  the  Divisional  Health  Office The 
Annual  Heport  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  shows  that  while 
a  satisfactory  level  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
has  been  achieved  among  infants  and  children^  additional 
persuasion  will  be  needed  to  improve  the  acceptance  rate 
among  the  older  age  groups «  The  limited  trials  of  the  Sabin 
type  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  recently  undertaken  in  this 
country  will  be  followed  umth  interest  and  may  point  the  way 
to  the  more  general  adoption  of  this  simple  procedure  in  the 
future  • 

At  my  visits  to  the  clubs  for  the  elderly  throughout 
the  Districts  I  have  been  impressed  by  the  increasing  range 
of  special  facilities  and  help  available  to  members  and  their 
active  participation  in  the  development  of  these  services • 
Under  the  chiropody  arrangements  of  the  County  Council  the 
clubs  are  now  able  to  expand  this  much  needed  service  x^^ithout 
undue  financial  strain  v/hile  the  assistance  given  by  the 
District  Councils  towards  the  cost  of  the  meals  service  has 
also  proved  of  great  benefit  to  some  members* 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continue  to  devote  much 
of  their  time  to  the  periodic  inspection  of  food  premises 
maintaining  personal  contact  x\rith  retailers  so  largely 
responsible  for  the  steady  improvement  in  standards •  The 
scope  of  their  work  increases  with  new  legislation^  the  Rent 
Act 5  Clean  Air  Act  and  Slaughterhouses  Act  each  placing  fresh 
emphasis  on  their  work  during  the  year* 


The  Mental  Health  Act 9  1959?  a.  major  event  in  health 
service  history  completes  the  revision  of  the  mental  health 
laws  started  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act 9  19^6*  Exten¬ 
sive  preparations  are  needed  before  all  sections  of  the  Act 
can  be  brought  into  operation^  but  during  the  past  year  the 
provisions  allowing  informal  admission  to  mental  hospitals 
XArere  brought  into  force.  The  Act  provides  a  completely  new 
legal  framework  for  the  admission  of  mentally  disordered 
persons  to  hospital  with  the  removal  of  legal  barriers  to 
completely  informal  admission^  and  to  the  admission  of  patients 
to  hospitals  other  than  specially  designated  mental  hospitals* 
Locally  there  is  a  growing  interest  ixi  the  nex^j  pattern  of 
community  care  arrangements  for  the  mentally  disordered  and 
mentally  handicapped  x-zhich  v/ill  be  promoted  further  by  national 
conferences  and  education  during  the  Mental  Health  Year.  The 
other  welcome  change  is  the  decline  in  the  numbers  of  mentally 
disordered  persons  requiring  prolonged  hospital  care. 
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^  Incros-sing  concGrn  hs-s  boon  GxppGssGd  by  G8.ch  Council 
during  thG  year  over  the  future  housing  needs  of  the  Towns. 
fOj.  industrial  and  coriHiorcial  expansion  once  launched  must 

creating  a  rising  and  con¬ 
tinuing^  aemand  for ^houses  to  which  nay  be  added  a  demand 
caused  by  natural  increase  in  population  above  the  figure 
antieijpated  by  the  jolanners*  The  fOtll  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  being  built  by  the  Councils  and  the  prolonged  waitin?^ 
lists  of  applicants  is  already  leading  to  an  increase  in 
instances  of  unofficial  subletting  of  houses  to  young  families 
ofren  with  young  children.  V/hile  not  statutorily  overcrowded 
by  ohe  criteria  of  the  Housing  Acts  these  are  living  con¬ 
ditions  which  fall  short  of  the  standards  desirable  in  Now 
iowns  and  siiou-Ld  not  be  reciuired  to  continue  or  increase, 
liore  prompt  adjustment  between  the  housing  needs  of  Develon- 
menr^  Corporation  and  Councils  will  porhajps  prove  a  solution 
to  the  immediate  hardships  with  a  further  look  into  the 
housing  needs  of  the  future  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfieldg 
If  the  two  New  To\ms  are  not  to  be  forced  to  invade  the 


surrounding  countryside ^  fuse  with  neighbouring  towns,  and 


their^ ^ind.ependent  identities.  Can  we  ensure  for  posterity 
that  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  shall  in  future "remain 

limited  size  -  each  in  a  rural  setting?'* 


-ose 


tJTVT^  rn  , 
i'‘j(^'W  j-Uyv^iS 


in  concl-asion,  I  must  express  ray  appreciation  of  tht 


Qnd  assistance  given  by  the  Clerks  and  other 
Vf ?  •  respective  District  Cormclls,  and  especially 

the  Puolic  Health  Inspectors  who  have  helped  me  by  carrying 
out  much  detailed  worK  in  addition  to  their  routine  duties* 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant , 

G.  R.  TiilLOK 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  i960. 
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WELW'iiNT 


GAIfflEN 


CITY 


URBAN 


district  COirNGIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1959„ 


PUBLIC  HEiiLTH  OFFICERS 
^  Medical  Officer  of  Healths 

|g,  R,  tailor,  M.B.,  B.S,  (London),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.Il. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspectors 
M.  STOCKDALE,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

! 
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Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 
D.  R.  BURTON,  Cert.  S.I.B. ,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H.  (Left  11.3,59) 
J.  Y.  ANDERSON,  M.R.SAN.I,  (Conunenced  22.6.59) 


iodent  Operatives 
i,  J.  THOMAS. 

ilerkss 

[rs.  E.  R.  GEORGE, 
fc,  A.  W,  CALLABY , 
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VJSLWfN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


Section  A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


O  •  A 


•  0  O 


o  o  o 


0  0  o 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (mid-year  1959  estimated  by  the  Registrar 

Cienex*al^  ooo  aoa  ooo  9ao 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 9  3lst  March^  I960 
Rateable  value  of  the  District 9  3lst  March9  I960 
Product  of  a  penny  rate  9  1959-oO 


o  e  o 


e  0  « 


A  e  » 


e  o  0 


000 


o  o  • 


o  o  o 


^-,231 

31,270 

9,980 

£756,690 

£2,858 


A  stone  in  Howardsgate  informs  the  visitor  that  Bbenezer 
Howard  founded  the  town  in  1920.  To-day.  forty  years  on, 

Welwyn  Garden  City  stands  as  the  outstanding  achievement  in 
practical  town  planning  of  the  first  half  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  a  worthy  tribute  to  those  early  pioneers  of  the  Garden 
City  Movement  and  the  later  developers.  A  thriving  town  now 
nearing  completion  in  a  rural  setting  conveniently  arranged  for 
residence  and  industry,  endowed  with  the  beauty  of  open  spaces, 
gardens  and  woodland  vistas.  The  well  laid-out  homes,  fine 
schools  and  facilities  for  the  widest  range  of  social  activities 
and  interests,  provide  a  healthful  and  convenient  way  of  life 
for  all  ages  and  sections  of  the  community  at  work  and  leisure. 
The  present  building  programmes  of  the  Council  and  Development 
Corporation  continue  the  early  tradition  in  the  outlying 
development  schemes,  new  factory  premises  and  central  admini¬ 
strative  and  commercial  buildings. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS  OF  ' 

THE  YEAR 

Male 

cs.  iwt--'  uWK.ja 

Female 

Total 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

93 

89 

182 

LIVE  BIRTHS s 

Number 

iteite  per  1000  population 

3^1-^- 

371 

715 

22.8 

ILLEGITIMii.TE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT 

OF  TOTAL  LIVE 

BIRTHS 

2.9 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number 

8 

3 

16 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 
INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1  yearj 

6 


10 


1 


6 


21.9 

731 

11 


Male 


Female 


Total 


INFANT  MORTALITY  iiATES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  15»*+ 

Legitimate  "  "  "  ”  Legitimate  live  births  15*9 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  "  Illegitimate  "  ”  NIL 

NEO-NaTAL  mortality  RtiTE  (Deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1000  total  live  births)  11.2 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1  week 

per  1000  total  live  births)  9»8 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and 
still  births)  31*3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  NIL 


Deaths  s 


No  major  factors  affected  the  mortality  rate  for  the  year. 
Deaths  from  road  traffic  and  other  accidents  continue  to  rise, 
while  deaths  from  cancer  and  coronary  heart  disease  were  well 
above  the  average  in  previous  years. 


Male 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respira¬ 
tory  system  ...  ...  1 

Cancer,  Malignant  disease  19 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and 
Thrombosis  ...  ...  3 

Heart  Diseases  ...  •  ...  3C 

Leukaemia...  ...  ...  1 

Other  circulatory  diseases  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  and  other  respira¬ 
tory  diseases  ...  ...  7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  etc.  ...  2 

Road  Traffic  and  Other  accidents  6 
Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  2 

Other  defined  causes  ...  11 


Average 

Female  Total  cast  9 

years 


1 

2 

- 

19 

38 

33 

19 

22 

20 

27 

57 

44 

- 

1 

1 

3 

8 

10 

3 

7 

6 

3 

10 

10 

2 

4 

1 

4 

10 

'  7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

- 

2 

1 

6 

17 

18 

182 
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Analysis  of  the  deaths  from  cancer s- 


Repiratory  tract  8 
Alimentary  tract  and  liver  20 
Breast  and  uterus  6 
Others  o « •  o  •  •  •  •  •  4 


Comparison  of  Annual  Rates s 

The  follov/ing  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates ^  Death  Rates 
and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1955)  with  the  corresponding 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  for  1959.  Each  compares 
favourably  with  the  corresponding  rate  for  the  country* 
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6*8 

1.44 
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21.7 

1956 

24.2 

0.80 

19.4 

7.0 

1.76 

12.3 

18.96 

1957 

23.7 

0.79 

18,7 

5.9 

1.81 

10.8 

13.5 

1958 

26.49 

0.78 

20.6 

5.7 

1.85 

10.5 

10.16 

1959 

22.86 

[ . 

0.77 

17.6 

5.8 

1.88 

10.9 

15.4 

England 
and  Wales 

1 

■ 

16.5 

11  »6 

22.0 

1959 

;■ 
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Section  B  -  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  personal  health  services  in  the  town,  embracing  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  school  health  service  health  visiting,  home 
nursing  and  the  home  help  service.  Reference  should  be  made  to 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  1959  for 
detailed  information  on  the  development  of  these  services. 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Health  Centre.  Cole  Green  Lane 


Ante  and  Post  Natal  ...  Friday,  2-4  p.m. 


Infant  Welfare 


«  0  0 


Dental  and  Orthodontic 
Ophthalmic 
Speech  Therapy 
Child  Development 
Child  Guidance 


Monday,  2-4  p.m^  Tuesday  9.3^ 
11,30  a.m.  and  2-4  p.m. 
Wednesday,  2-4  p.m. 


) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 


By  Appointment 


Orthoptic 


) 

) 


Lawrence  Hall.  Applecroft  Road 


Infant  Welfare 


...  Wednesday  2-4  p.m, 

Thursday  2-4  p.m.  (Doctor's 

session) 


Child  Development  ...  By  Appointment 


Mobile  Clinic  -  Haymeads 


Infant  Welfare 


o  0 


.  1st  and  3rd  Thursday, 
9.30  -  11.30  a.m. 


Scout  Huto  Great  Dell 


Infant  Welfare 


0  0  0 


Monday  2-4  p.m. 


Ante  and  Post  Natal  ...  Friday  2-4  p.m. 
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Midwifery  Services t 


The  Welwyn  Garden  City  Maternity  Hospital  at  Peartree  con¬ 
tinues  to  maintain  a  high  standard  of  midv/ifery  in  the  town^  the 
hospital  being  recognised  as  a  Part  II  Training  Centre  for 
midwives*  Specialist  advice  and  treatment  are  readily  available 
at  the  hospital  for  difficult  or  complicated  maternity  cases* 


ante 
tre  on 
super- 
Domiciliary  cases  are 

*  I  «  1  1  ^  • 


UiU-L  UJ-XXCliy  iUXU-VvJ-lUlJ  O  ±  X,XCX±  J 

t  home  by  the  family  doctor  with  the  midv/ife  in 

inp t.p-pn-i  txT-  nn-PQP.  nr»  hv  the  midwlfo  herself  at  the 


attendance  as  maternity  nurse ^  or 
wish  of  the  patient  and  doctor* 


The  priority  scheme  for  hospital  delivery  is  working  satis- 
factorily  and  with  the  slight  reduction  in  the  overall  number  of 
deliveries  in  Welwyn  Garden  City^  there  has  been  less  pressure 
upon  the  doctors  and  midwives  than  in  previous  years* 

liursing,  Services  s 


At  present  seven  Health  Visitors 9  three  Home  Nurses  and  five 
District  Nurse/Midwives  provide  a  comprehensive  nursing  service 
for  the  town*  The  Health  Visitors  undertake  school  health  work 
in  addition  to  their  clinic  duties  9  health  visiting  and  after  care 
visits  in  the  home.  Valuable  assistance  is  rendered  at  the 
clinics  by  teams  of  voluntary  workers  viho  keep  the  registers 9 
weigh  and  measure  the  childron9  sell  proprietary  infant  foods  and 
vitamin  preparations  9  and  generally  release  the  doctor  and  health 
visitor  for  more  specialised  duties* 


Medical  Loan  Depot 


A  medical  loan  depot  staffed  by  members  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  (Divisional  Superintendent  H.HoButeux)  on  behalf 
of  the  County  Council  is  situated  on  each  side  of  the  town  for  the 
loan  of  many  items  of  medical  equipment  required  for  the  nursing 
of  sick  and  injured  persons  in  the  home,  i-rpplication  for  the  loan 
of  equipment  should  be  made  at  the  following  times s- 


Health  Centre.  Gooseacre 


o  • 


Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday 
7  -  8  p«m. 


Trevelyan  House,  Church  Road  .  Monday  -  Friday  8  p.m 


School  Health  Service 


The  Medical  inspection  of  children 


in  maintained 


schools  in 
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the  prescribed  age  groups,  namely  5?  H  years,  and  in 

addition  the  8  year  old  group,  was  completed  during  the  year. 
Reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  on  the  School  Health  Service,  1959,  for  detailed 
information. 

Welfare  Foods? 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Live  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin 
A  and  D  tablets  can  be  obtained  at  all  Child  Welfare  Centres  and 
also  at  the  following  places s- 

Gooseacre  Health  Centre  ...  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday, 

9»3C  a.m,  -  12,30  p,m,  and 

2  — •  ^  p  «ni * 

Tuesday  9.30  "  11.30  a.m. 

2  -  4  p.m. 

W.V.S,  Stonehills  House  Tuesday  2-4  p.m, 

Friday  10. 30  a.m.  -  12  noon. 


Orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  are  available  for  young 
children  up  to  two  years  of  age. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccinations 

Smallpox g 

Vaccination  is  recommended  before  the  third  month  or  at 
4-5  months  of  age. 

Diphtheria g 

The  three  small  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  which  occurred  in 
London  and  Midland  towns  during  1959  illustrates  that  the  need 
for  diphtheria  immunisation  of  all  infants  is  as  great  as  ever, 
although  the  complete  absence  of  the  disease  locally  tends  to 
lull  parents  into  a  false  sense  of  security.  I  am  pleased  to 
record  that  parents  still  seem  aware  of  their  responsibility  as 
returns  from  medical  practitioners  and  clinics  show  that  the 
general  level  of  acceptance  is  maintained  at  over. 80^. 


Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  now  available  through 
family  practitioners  and  clinics  either  by  the  use  of  combined 
vaccines  with  diphtheria  prevention  or  separately. 


Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
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programme  throughout  the  year,  adequate  supplies  of  British 
vaccine  being  available  to  meet  the  demands.  The  response  in 
the  older  age  groups  15  -  25  snd  25  -  ^i-O  years,  has  been  a 
little  disappointing  in  spite  of  public  sessions  and  visits  to 
local  factories. 

Home  Help  Service s 

The  demand  on  this  service  has  increased  a  little  during 
the  year,  approximately  100  households  receiving  domestic  help 
each  week. 


The  local  organiser,  Mrs.  E.i-i, Dawson,  The  Health  Centre, 
Cole  Green  Lane,  Welwyn  Gardon  City,  Telephones  Welwyn  Garden 
2190.  The  Home  Help  Service  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the 
present  heavy  burden  on  hospital  accommodation  can  be  relieved, 
and  there  is  a  close  link  betvreon  the  service  and  the 
domiciliary  midv/ifery  and  nursing  services. 

Mental  Health  Services 

The  basic  principle  underlying  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Mental  Health,  as  reflected  in  the  Mental  Health 
Act  1959  is  the  need  for  early  and  preventive  treatment  for  all 
forms  of  mental  illness  or  mental  handicap  and  domiciliary  care 
within  the  community  so  that  the  hospital  need  be  resorted  to 
only  when  necessary  and  for  as  long  a  period  as  is  necessary. 

In  order  that  these  services  can  operate  satisfactorily  it 
is  important  to  get  people  to  realize  that  mental  health  is 
everyone's  concern  and  that  we  are  each  of  us  responsible  for 
the  mental  as  v/ell  as  the  physical  v/elfare  of  those  among  us  in 
need  of  support. 


The  extension  of  the  out-patient  psychiatric  sessions  and 
consultation  facilities  from  Hill  End  Hospital  and  Gooseacre 
Health  Centro  continues  to  work  v/ell  linking  satisfactorily  v/ith 
the  v/ork  of  the  medical  practitioners,  Local  Authority  staff 
and  voluntary  organisations. 


Nursery,  Woodhall  Lane 

«AMC.-raar“Bac*-.fc’TOJiferw ^ -jrmur.-  un  iT-«nii niiiniiiiii  iiniiiiif  ■in  ■■'iirii 


^  0 


A  small  unit  taking  30  children  for  long  or  short  term  stay 
depending  upon  needs  of  the  family.  Application  should  be  made 
directly  to  the  Hatron^  Mrs.  B. Squires  (Telephones  Welvjyn  Garden 

3692). 

Priorities  for  admissions « 


(1)  Children  of  Widows  or  Widowers 

(2)  Children  of  ITnmarried  Mothers 
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(3)  Children  of  deserted  Wives  or  Husbands® 

(4)  Children  of  Parents  suffering  from  chronic 

illness  or  disablement^  i.e*  mental  illness 9 
tuberculosis  9  etc . 

(^)  Children  of  Parents  in  Prison® 

(6)  Temporary  Cases 9  e*go  Mother *s  illness  or 

confinement o 

(7)  Children  recommended'  by  Doctor  or  Health 

Visitor  for  temporary  he Ip 9  i®e,  children 
from  problem  families 9  emotional  difficulties 
and  bad  housing- conditions  0 

The  County  Council  has  agreed  to  provide  a  new  permanent 
Day  Nursery  with  40  places  to  be  sited  adjacent  to  the  Health 
Centre  in  Cole  Green  Lane® 


Ambulance  Service  s 

Two  ambulances  and  a  sitting  car  of  the  County  Ambulance 
Brigade  are  attached  to  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Station  and 9 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Brigade 9  maintain  a  24- 
hour  cover  and  deal  with  approximately  2 9 000  calls  annually® 

Both  vehicles  are  equipped  with  short-wave  radio  to  conform  with 
the  County’s  Hadio  Control  Scheme  and  can  be  mobilised  by 
transmitter  stations  in  St.  Albans  and  Hertford® 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  continues  to  give  steady  support 
particularly  for  transporting  persons  with  minor  injuries  and 
illness  who  are  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport  thus 
relieving  the  ambulance  for  more  urgent  work. 

Old  People’s  Welfare s 

The  Old  Folk’s  Club  in  their  new  premises  at  Woodhall  Lane 
has  a  membership  of  200  with  a  wide  variety  of  amenities  and 
activities  for  its  members 9  including  chiropody 9  sick  visiting 
and  Samaritan  Fund 9  a  lending  library  of  some  I9OOO  books 9  and 
a  thrift  club*  Many  outings  were  arranged  during  the  year 
linking  up  with  other  clubs  from  neighbouring  towns  and  local 
events  of  interest® 

The  churches9  W.V.S.9  Alice  Glyn  Trust  and  other  organi¬ 
sations  render  valuable  service  in  visiting  old  folk  in  their 
homes 9  and  in  this  sphere  there  is  a  close  link  with  the  work 
of  the  Health  Visitors 9  Home  Nurses  and  Homo  Helps.  The  meals 
on  wheels  service  continues  to  provide  hot  meals  twice  weekly  to 
some  twenty  elderly  persons  in  their  homes® 


Hospital  Facilities s 

The  resources  of  the  Cottage  Hospital  are  severely  strained 
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particularly  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  out-patient  and 
casualty  services  until  the  new  hospital  is  opened,  credit  being 
due  to  the  medical,  nursing  and  administrative  staff  who  main¬ 
tain  a  high  standard  of  service  while  working  in  cramped 


Cl 


ccommodationo 


Th.0  foundation  stone  of  the  nou  Goneral  Hospital  to  servo 
the  needs  of  V/olwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  was  laid  by  Lord 
Cottesloe^  Chairman  of  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board  on  22nd  September ,  1959*  When  completed  in  I963 
this  hospital  will  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  finest  modern  units 
in  the  country  with  a  total  of  324  beds  and  the  full  range  of 
out  patient 9  casualty  and  diagnostic  facilities  in  the  main  block 
with  a  contiguous  psychiatric  block  of  100  beds  9  with  day  centre  9 
out  patient  and  occupational  therapy  suites* 


General  Medical  Services s 


.e 


The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Conucil  is  the  body  responsible^ 
for  providing  the  general  practitioner 9  dental  and  pharmaceutical 
service  in  the  area.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr «A,Ii]*Short )  has 
his  offices  at  156-I589  Fore  Street 9  Hertford  (Telephones 
Hertford  3^95) • 


Family  Planning s 


There  is  an  active  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association 
in  Welv/yn  Garden  City 9  holding  clinics  at  the  Health  Centre 9 
Colo  Green  Lane.  Sessions  are  held  on  Monday9  6.30  "*  8  p*m.9 

on 


and  Thursdays 9  I.3O  -  3  p,m.  for  advice  on  birth  control 9  and 


Fridays 9  9a38  -  11.30  p.m.  for  advice  on  childlessness 


The 


fertility  clinic  on  Friday  is  by  appointment  only  and  patients 
must  be  referred  through  their  own  private  doctor.  The  Family 
Planning  Association  is  a  voluntary  body  and  small  charges  are 
made  to  the  patients  to  cover  expenses.  Enquiries  are  welcomed 
a.nd  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary 9  Mrs.  L.0«Bpwmer9 
Aldock9  V/elwyn  Garden  City  (Telephones  Welwyn  Garden  2270 


Marriage  Guidance  s 


The  Mid  Herts  Marriage  Guidance  Council  9  lion.  Secretary  9 
Mrs.  A, D. Mitchell 9  229  Guossens  Road 9  Welwyn  Garden  City  (Tele¬ 
phones  VJelv/yn  Garden  5040)  continues  to  build  up  its  work  both 
in  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield. 


In  addition  to  providing  advice  and  support  from  trained 
and  experienced  Counsellors  in  times  of  difficulty 9  the  Cowiicil 
gives  guidance  to  couples  before  marriage 9  in  association  with 
the  work  of  the  churches  and  youth  organisations. 
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Mortuary  s 


Modern  mortuary  premises  are  maintained  by  the  Urban 
District  Council^  adjacent  to  the  Council  Offices®  bodies 
were  received  during  the  year^  and  22  post  mortem  examinations 
were  carried  out  at  the  order  of  the  district  coroner o 


Laboratory  s 


The  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital 5  St*  Albans 9  undertakes 
the  examination  of  milk  and  other  specimens  required  by  medical 
practitioners  and  the  Public  Plealth  Department  *  Larger  scale 
facilities  on  an  epidemiological  basis 9  and  for  the  examination 
of  ice  cream_ samples  are  available  at  the  Regional  Public  Health 
Laboratory 9  Luton®  Supplies  of  diphtheria  immunisation  material 
diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  measles  globulins  are  available  to 
practitioners  in  the  town  on  request 9  and  the  Health  Department 
is  also  the  centre  to  which  practitioners  may  bring  in  specimens 
or  materials  requiring  laboratory  examination o 


Regular  monthly  reports  are  received  from  the  Lee  Valley 
Water  Company  following  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination 
of  the  public  water  supply.  My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Harris 9 
Chief  Bacteriologist  for  his  ever  ready  co-operation  in  providing 
full  details  of  particular  sam_ples9  on  request. 
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Section  G 


I.WECTIOTJS  DISMS.es 


•CliG  foliowins’  cases  of"  i nf'r>r>+-T cmio 
during  the  years-  '  diseases  were  notified 


Scarlet  Fever 
'/hooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 


25 

7 

)+/f0 

14 

23 


££.se.ntery  % 


Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Poliomyolitis 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Meningococcal  Infection 


4 

1 

2 

1 

1 


tower  cases  v/ere  notified  than 


reported  relating  to '  familic^rinThe^Si^-'- 


tho 


O  ("'J 


■gswoll  0.nd  liowlcinds  apGci 


s 


madnl^duJSfi^  age  group, 

character  v/ith  few  complications! 

l^hOQPing  Conp-h  s 

tho  loSStO'coMod  tonfpa44t°v4f'‘  *4  “Pfithtions  ,kto 

iMunisatlon  of  young  oh/ldKn  in  th?to„.“ 

r 3- Q t  F ever  o 

to  tf04“,“;rit”Soi"v1trno  responding 


'is* 


and_a  gin  of  n  at  the  end  or  Aug u 4  n-h 

against  poliomyelitis  and  made  an®i!nio ,  vaccinated 

Illness  v/ith  no  residual  weakness,  recovery  from  their 

^y^QlLQU  1  o s i s  2 

Medical  Offic^^of 4lealt4^'4°^  notifications  is  kept  by  the 

cL!^Vhynn!4ai/n''‘'''4  checked  witt 

Of  the  24  cases  added  to  the  Medical  Officoi 

transfers  into  the  tov/n  mainly  from^t-hr  yea,r,  l4  were 

which  compares  favourah'lv  tn'-ff  Eonaon  area,  a  figure 

fors  into4oighboS|44S  n!t!i4:4"  corres^ndinf^ans- 
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On  register  at  3lst  December . 

1958 

Removals  from  register  during 
the  year 

Added  to  register  during  the 
year 


Male  Female 


Pul.  1 

••  Pul.  N/Pul. 

.1  M  1  1  mJjM  ,  11  III^ ^ 

Total 

l46 

17 

109 

18 

290 

10 

2 

17 

3 

32 

13 

•M* 

11 

2k 

Cases  on  the  register  at  3lst 

December^  1959  14-9  15  103  15  282 


The  Chest  Clinic  at  the  St*  Albans  City  Hospital  undertakes 
the  diagnostic  and  supervision  of  cases  in  the  area^  the.  Chest 
Physician  attending  on  Monday  mornings  for  the  examination  of 
patients  from  V/elwyn  Garden  City.  Following  diagnosis  a  home 
visit  is  mado  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attached  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  a  report  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  is  thus  aware  of  the  homo  circumstancos  of  each  case 
brought  on  to  the  register.  In  order  to  ensure  full  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  special  housing  needs  of  tuberculous  persons  each 
case  is  specially  reviewed  where  necessary  by  the  Housing 
Committee  upon  a  report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Miss  C,  McMullen  succeeded  Miss  L.G.Bridgwood  as  Tuborcu 
losis  Health  Visitor  early  in  the  year. 


Accommodation  at  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  and  Clare 
Hall  Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  most  areas  so  that  the  number  of  active  cases 
remaining  in  their  homes  in  a  highly  infective  state  in  close 
contact  with  the  other  members  of  the  family  and  young  children 
is  kept  to  the  minimum.  In  this  there  is  close  co-operation 
between  the  chest  physicians 9  hospital  almoners 9  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  the  Housing  Department. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  again  offered  early  in  the  year  to 
all  13  year  old  boys  and  girls  attending  schools  in  the  town 
and  a  good  acceptance  rate  obtained.  The  object  of  vaccination 
of  children  at  this  ago  is  to  increase  resistonce  to  tuberculosis 
when  they  leave  school 9  and  come  into  contact  with  a  wider 
population  in  industry 9  the  university  or  commerce.  Arrangements 
for  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  infants  and  children  in  close  con¬ 
tact  with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  home  has 9  of  course 9 
been  an  established  measure  for  several  years. 
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e 

« 


The  steady  progress  maintained  by  the  Council  in  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  new  homes  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  given  by 
the  Housing  Manager s- 

As  at  list 

.ipi,,  J— mwha-' 

Dec  eraborg  195'  2 

(a)  Number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council  2,581 

(b)  Number  of  temporary  bungalows  oo*  •••  150 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year  76 

(dj  Number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  lists* 

Priority  grades  •  o .  poo  «  o  «  38*^ 

Non  priority  grades  00 »  .00  I9683 

(e)  Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  277 

The  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  No*12  Extension  was  completed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year*  For  the  remainder  of  the  year  it 
v/as  only  possible  to  house  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  in 
houses  arising  from  casual  vacancies ^  which  resulted  in  a  drop  in 
the  total  number  of  families  housed  compared  with  previous  years o 
Planning  commenced  for  the  next  Housing  Scheme  (No.lSj  but  houses 
from,  this  Scheme  are  not  expected  to  bo  available  until  I96I. 

The  Council  completed  the  building  of  additional  garages  making  a 
total  of  3^2  on  their  various  estates o 


Steady  progress  was  made  with  the  Dovelopmont  Corporation’s 
housing  scheme  in  the  North  West  Area  of  the  town  during  the  year 
v/ith  extensive  site  works  and  roads  for  new  development  while  the 
inclusion  of  twelve  bungalows  specially  designed  for  severely 
handicapped  persons  illustrates  the  attention  given  to  the  future 
housing  needs  of  all 


scheme  of  bungalows 
in  the  Woodhall  area 
future  needs  0 


sections  of  the  community o  The  attractive 
uitable  for  elderly  persons  just  completed 
is  a  further  example  of  sound  planning  for 
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Section  D  -  SANIiARY  CIRCTOSTANGES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  VJATER  SUPPLY! 


Tho  Water  Undertaking  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  Lee 
Valley  Water  Company* 

Prior  to  1958  the  solo  source  of  supply  was  from  six  15^' 
diameter  boreholes  sunk  I78  feet  down  into  tho  fissured  chalk 
at  Digswell  Pumping  Station*  Tho  water  from  this  station  is 
raised  some  200  feet  by  m_Gans  of  electrically  powered  pumps 
through  a  15*’  diameter  cast  iron  pipeline  into  the  Reservoirs 
of  Sherrardspark  Wood  with  a  storage  capacity  of  throe  million 
gallons • 

The  standard  of  purity  of  tho  water  from  tho  Digswell 
source  is  very  high  and  treatm^ont  consists  solely  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  half  part  of  chlorine  to  every  one  million  parts  of 
water  storage  in  the  Reservoirs* 

During  1958  work  was  commenced  on  the  development  of  a  now 
Viator  Source  in  tho  Fulling  Mill  area  of  Old  Welwyn* 

Two  24'*  diameter  boreholes  have  been  sunk  about  %  mile 
apart  alongside  the  River  Mimram.  ihese  boreholes  are  about 
400  foot  deep  into  the  fissured  chalk  and  have  been  proved  to 
be  an  abundant  source  of  pure  water. 

A  single  cjlcctrically  driven  submersible  pump  has  been 
installed  in  each  of  those  bores  each  with  an  output  greater 
than  the  combined  output  of  tho  six  pumps  at  Digswell*  It  is 
intended  to  use  only  one  Fulling  Mill  Pumping  Station  at  any 
one  time ^  the  other  station  being  a  standby  in  case  of  break¬ 
down* 


VIork  has  boon  completed  on  the  18"  diameter  cast  iron 
pipeline  which  is  to  carry  the  water  from  these  stations  via 
the  Digsv/ell  Station  to  the  Reservoirs* 


A  36  core  electric  cablu  has  also  been  laid  along  the  1-|' 
miles  between  Fulling  Mill  and  Digswell  to  enable  the  now  pumping 
stations  to  be  remote  ly  controlled  and  metered  at  Digswell 5  thus 
overcomxing  the  need  to  engage  now  staff  and  build  living  accommo¬ 
dation  for  them  on  site* 


Further  chlorination  will  bo  carried  out  at  Fulling 
as  an  alternative  to  the  treatment  at  Digswell. 


Mill 


During  1958  work  has  also  commenced  on  a  new  two  million 
gallon  capacity  Reservoir  which  is  to  be  built  adjacent  to  the 
existing  reservoirs  in  Sherrardspark  V\[ood*  This  is  now  completed 
and  in  use. 
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Pioutirio  Water  Sam]3linr{  s 


During  1959  tho  quality  of  the  public  water  supply  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory.  Routine  water  samples  are  obtained  at 
regular  intervals  and  a  total  of  fourteen  such  samples  v/ere 
obtained  during  the  year.  Eleven  samples  of  chlorinated  water 
were  bacteriologically  examined  as  were  throe  samples  of 
untreated  watur.  In  addition^  one  sample  of  raw  water  was 
chemically  examined ,  In  each  and  every  case  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories  reaortod  the  v/ater  samplud  to  be  of  the 
highest  qualitye 

New  V/ater  Source  -  Fulling  Mills 

r.  -  'it  iv»-=r/i,i-.r-r>j«rsinsr:  :r«rv-5.^7«»r*»3Bca«^-.rai 

The  two  new  bores  previously  mentioned  v/ill  bo  refe^rred  to 


as  r 


i\/i 

•  , 


0 


boros 


1  and  F,M,2<,  Before  th(3  water  from  either  of  thes^ 
was  pumped  into  the  public  supplpp  continuous  sampling  was 
carried  out  in  order  to  prove  that  the  water  might  safely  bo 
distributed  into  the  public  supply.  Samples  both  from  F.M.l 
and  F.M.2  sampled ^  when  neither  had  been  chlorinated 5  proved 
that  the  raw  water  was  of  high  quality  witn  the  exception  of 
some  initial  samples  from,  both^  which  indicated  a  slight  contami¬ 
nation  9  probably  arising  from  the  nen^j  mains  through  which  the 
water  had  passed  prior  to  sampling.  When  a  series  of  entirely 
satisfactory  samples  had  been  obtained  from  F.M*!  or  FoM,2  as 
the  case  may  bo  5  the  v/ater  was  distributed  into  the  public  supply 
as  need  arose.  Here  again^  a  continuous  series  of  samples  was 
obtained  in  order  to  prove  that  the  water  from  the  bores  was  of 
satisfactory  quality.  In  only  one  instance  in  respect  of  a 
sample  from  F.M*1  was  an  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  report 
received 5  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories  stating  the 
sample  failed  to  attain  the  standard  required  in  a  public  supply 
by  reason  of  its  bacteriological  impurity.  The  reason  for  the 
failure  was  not  found  and  it  is  possible  that  contamination 
occurred  during  the  taking  of  the  sample  since  three  repeat 
samples  proved  entirely  satisfactory . 


TTi  _  __ 

1'  or 


»r  the  purposes  of  the  checks  detailed 5  a  total  of  eighty 
eight  samples  mqtg  obtained^  seven  being  chemically  examined  an 
eighty  one  bacteriologically  examined . 

Ghlorinations 


I'  ' 

u 


SubsGqu.ont  to  being  raised  from  the  boradioles,  the  water  is 
chlorinated  before  boing  discharged  into  the  reservoirs.  From 
there  it  is  discharged  into  the  town's  mains.  The  water  so 
distributed  roceivos  no  treatment  other  than  the  chlorination  end 
storage  already  mentioned. 
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2.  DMINAGS  AND  SEWER/iGiiis 


Thu  town  is  survod  on  tho  separate  system* 

Foul  sewage  is  gathered  by  tributary  sewers  to  the  main 
trunk  sewer  which  traverses  tho  town  from  South  VJest  to  North 
East  and  since  1st  April «  19599  has  discharged  into  a  new  out¬ 
fall  sewer  in  the  Black  Fan  Valley  and  thence  via  the  Mimram 
Valley  Outfall  Sewer  to  the  Middle  Lea  Regional  Works  at  Rye- 
meads  • 

The  Council *s  existing  works  in  the  Black  Fan  Valley  have 
been  demolished  and  tho  whole  site  is  to  be  converted  to  public 
parkland  in  conjunction  with  nev/  playing  fields  to  the  East  of 
the  valley* 

Surface  water  is  drained  to  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and 
Mimram  and  during  operations  in  Black  Fan  Valley  the  opportunity 
is  being  taken  to  improve  the  surface  water  outfall  which 
discharges  through  the  site  of  the  sewage  works*  It  is  hoped  to 
retain  two  of  the  three  lagoons  in  the  valley 9  which  have  been 
cleared  of  sludge 9  and  if  the  surface  water  discharge  is 
sufficient  to  supply  them,  they  should  add  to  tho  amenities  of 
the  area. 


Rivers  and  Streams s 

A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram9  half  mile  (approximately) 
runs  through  the  northern  portion  of  tho  district 9  and  a  portion 
of  the  Lea 9  half  mile  (approximately)  runs  through  tho  southern 
portion  of  the  district* 


3*  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATIONS 


The  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system 
with  tho  exception  of  those  cottage  (rural  in  character)  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  district,  where  the  pail  system  is  in  operation, 
and  where  the  occupants  arrange  to  bury  tho  contents  in  their 
gardens . 

(a)  Number  of  pail  closets  abolished 5  water 
closets  installed  and  connected  to  a 

water  carriage  system  during  recent  years  »»•  62 

(b)  Number  of  pail  closets  remaining  at  the 

end  of  1959  ooo  00*  *00 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANS  INGs 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal*  All  premises  have 
galvanised  metal  dustbins  for  the  deposit  of  refuse.  The 
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provision  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under  Section 
64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1932. 
House  refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  covered  motor  vehicles  by 
the  Council's  Refuse  Collection  Service. 

Hbu-se  refuse  is  tipped  at  a  dump  near  Stanborough  Lane  and 
is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Any  rats  or  mice  which 
gain  access  to  the  dump  or  its  surroundings  are  destroyed  by 
the  Public  Health  Department.  Only 'slight  infestations  required 
attention  during  the  year. 

(b)  Street  Cleansing.  This  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor, 

(c)  Gully  Cleansing.  All  gullies  for  which  the  Council 
are  responsible  are  regularly  emptied  and  flushed  by  Contract 
Gully  Cleansing  Limited  who  are  employed  by  the  Council  under 
contract  for  this  purpose. 

(d)  Dustbins,  The  Council's  Refuse  Collection  Service 
notifies  the  Public  Health  Department  of  any  defective  dustbins 
they  find  at  houses  and  other  dwellings.  Seventy  two  new  bins 
were  provided  during  the  year  on  owners  being  requested  to  do  so 
Details  arc  as  follows s- 


Urban  District  Council 
Development  Corporation 
Other  Owners 


9  9  0 


0  0  0 


a  o  o 


9  0  0 


0  0  0 

0  0  9 
9  0  9 


1? 

11 

h-4 


5.  SANITARf  INSPECT lOH  OF  THE  AREAS 


(a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  years- 


0  0  0 


0  o  o 


0  9  0 

9  9  0 

9  O  c 


«  O  0 
0  9  9 
9  0  9 


9  0  0 


InspGctiorivS  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power) 

”  ”  (without  mechanical  power) 

Workplaces 

”  ”  Milk  Depots 

Licensed  Premises 
Surveys  and  visits  re  Infested  Premises  (rats  and  mice) 
Inspections  of  Shops  90 o 

**  re  InsGct  Posts  (excluding  bc-d  bugs) 

of  Dwellings  (not  otherwise  included) 

of  Schools  9  0  0  O  O  O  0  0  9 

Visits  to  Public  Health  Laboratories 
Inspections  of  Dwollinghouses  under  119)^,1936 
Special  Inspections  or  Visits  made  ros- 
Drainage  000  900  .00  000 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  food  poisoning) 

Smoko  observations  000  000 

Council  Property  (excluding  houses) 

Destruction  of  Bod  Bugs 


coo 


0  0  0 


C  C  c 

0  c  c 

000 

coo 


000 


coo 


0  0  0 


o  C  C 

0  0  0 


O  9 

0  0 

O  o 

0  # 
0  • 
•  • 

c  o 

0  0 

O  0 

0  c 

0  0 


98 

7 

35 

10 

8 

,3,762 
186 
193 

95 

20 

64 
60 


o  9 

0  9 
9  9 
9  9 
9  9 

0  9  F)  J 


162 

262 

124 

166 

10 
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poo 


Water  Supply  , . ,  , 
Dustbins  ....  . 
Accumulations  of  refuse 


•  00 


•  0  « 


OOO  #00  000 

000  00O  ooo 


Miscellaneous  Visits 


(b)  Humber  of  Informal  Notices  served  .. 


100 

72 

215 

159 

117 


(c)  Number  of  Informal  Notices s- 

llV  were  complied  with  and  3  were  outstanding 

6.  (a)  SHOPS s 

There  are  one  hundred  and  seven  shops  in  the  district.  One 
htindred  and  eighty  six  inspections  of  shops  have  been  made. 


Plans  of  new  shops  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department 
before  they  are  approved,  and  representations  made  to  the 
proposers  where  it  appears  that  either  the  plans  do  not  conform 
v/ith  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  that  structural  alterations 
would  be  necessary  on  the  shop  becoming  occupied,  because  the 
shops  did  not  comply  with  the  Shops  Act,  1950?  oi*  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 • 


The  following  action,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936?  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  or  the  Shops  Act,  1950?  was  takens- 


Defects  Defects 
found  remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ..  ...  ...  19  19 
Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ....  21  21 
Other  Nuisances  or  Defects  ...  ...  33  32 


Thirty  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  twenty  nine 
Informal  Notices  vrere  complied  with. 


The  necessity  for  providing  adequate  facilities  for  venti¬ 
lation  in  shops  in  the  planning  stage  is  alimys  before  the 
Department.  Unfortunately  considerable  opposition  regarding  the 
provisions  considered  necessary  has  been  met  with  from  the 
largest  Developer.  In  a  nev;  planned  town  provision  for  natural 
ventilation  by  vrindows  -  or  other  means  -  which  also  provide 
natural  light  is  regarded  as  a  necessity  and  is  easily  practicable. 
Pressure  is  brought  in  an  endeavour  to  secure  this  provision  but 
unfortunately  neither  the  Shop  Act  law  nor  the  Building  Byelaws 
are  sufficiently  strong  to  secure  enforcement. 


(b)  OFFICES 


All  offices  in  the  district  are  of  modern  construction  and 
have  a  high  standard  of  fitness.  Separate  sanitary  conveniences 
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are  provided  in  all  cases  where  both  sexes  are  employed.  The 
conditions  found  regarding  lighting  and  cleanliness  are  satis¬ 
factory.  All  buildings  in  the  tov/n^,  with  few  exceptions  9  are 
constructed  without  basements.  Basement  rooms  are  not  used  for 
clerical  employment. 

7.  SMOKE  ABATEMENTS 


Smoke  observations  made  . . »  . . .  • . •  12A 

Smoke  nuisances  or  smoke  contraventions  •••  I6 

During  the  year  continuous  observation  was  made  in  the 
industrial  area  and  the  appreciable  improvement  in  the  clearness 
of  the  air  mentioned  in  the  last  report 9  has  been  maintained. 

Lead  Dross  Smelting  Process. 

The  Annual  Report  for  1957  stated  that  a  large  automatic 
Fume  Filtration  Plan  had  been  provided  by  the  firm  concerned  at 
very  considerable  expense  to  prevent  smoke  and  f-omes  arising  from 
this  particular  process  escaping  into  the  atmosphere.  During  the 
year  periodical  observations  have  been  made  of  the  fume  stack 
connected  to  the  process  v/ithout  any  nuisance  or  contravention 
being  observed  therefrom.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  a  persistent 
and  serious  nuisance  has  been  effectively  abated. 


General. 


Nearly  every  house  is  wired  for  electricity.  Cooking  is 
normally  carried  out  on  gas  or  electric  stoves.  Domestic  consump-? 
tion  of  electricity  is  believed  to  be  proportionately  as  high  as 
anywhere  in  the  country. 

In  the  town’s  factories 9  electricity  is  believed,  in  nearly 
all  instances,  to  provide  the  motive  power.  Steam  or  oil  boilers 
are  used  for  heating  or  trade  processes  only. 


Whilst  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is  comparatively 
unpolluted,  improvement  is  possible  and  the  Council  is  determined 
there  shall  be  a  clean  town  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air. 


8.  SWIMMING  POOLS 


The  Lea  Valley  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  is  administered  by  the 
Council. 

The  continuous  systems  of  chlorination  and  filtration  have 
continued  to  prove  their  worth.  In  spite  of  heavy  bathing  loads 
the  pool  water  was  found  to  be  clear  and  bright  and  of  satisfactory 
cleanliness . 


Frequent  tests  are  raade  v.'lth  the  Lovibond  Comparator  at 
the  Pool  to  ascertain  if  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  present  is 
adequate?  this  test  gives  an  immediate  result  showing  the 
amount  of  chlorine  present  in  parts  per  million. 


During  the  year  four  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from 
the  pool  and  wore  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
one  sample  was  submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The 
Laboratory  reports  indicated  that  the  former  samples  were  of  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity  and  they  did,  in  fact, 
attain  the  bacteriological  standard  of  a  pure  drinking  water. 
Regarding  the  ahonical  sample,  this  also  was  reported  as  being 
of  the  highest  quality.  When  obtaining  samples  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  note  the  clear  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  water 
in  the  pool. 


9.  EIUiDICATION  OF  BED  BUGS? 

Five  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 
Present  day  insecticides,  applied  w'ith  care,  enable  complete 
destruction  to  be  immediately  achieved,  providing  the  operative 
uses  reasonable  care.  The  complete  destruction  of  these  insects 
in  the  five  houses  concerned  was  achieved  without  difficulty. 


Section  E  -  HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  years- 

(1) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  •••  79 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  I7V 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be 

fit  for  human  habitation  .o.  •o.  55 

2«  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notices- 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  or  in  which  defects  were  remedied  as  a 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  52 

3.  No  action  was  taken  under  Statutory  Pov7ors  during  the  yeapo 
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Section  F  -  INSPECTIOK  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


1.  Control  of  Food 
(a)  MILK 

(i)  General 

There  are  six  nilk  distributors  registered,  of  whoia  only 
three  occupy  milk  depots  in  the  area.  The  major  part  of  the 
milk  sold  is  produced  outside  the  district, 

(ii)  It  is  estimated  that  over  ninety  per  cent  of  the  milk 
sold  in  the  Garden  City  has  been  pasteurised  before  being 
retailed. 


(iii)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas) 
Order,  1953?  provided  that  all  milk  sold  in  the  town  must 
Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Sterilised. 


(No  .3 ) 
be 


(iv)  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Regulations o 


During  tho  year  ten  inspections  were  made  at  milk  depots, 
and  a  close  watch  is  kept  on  the  handling  and  distribution  of 
milk.  Nine  infringements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
were  found.  Informal  notification  was  made  to  the  distributors 
concerned  and  complied  with  by  them, 

(v)  Biological  Examinations, 


The  County  Council  obtains  milk  samples  from  Tuberculin 
Tested,  and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus,  No  report 
of  the  presence  of  either  of  these  organisms  has  been  received 
during  the  year. 

(vi)  Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  obtained  at  least  once  a  month. 
The  majority  of  the  samples  are  taken  on  the  public  highway  from 
distributors  who  are  delivering  nilk  to  the  public.  This 
practice  enables  the _ cleanliness  of  milk  as  delivered  to  the 
public  to  be  ascertained.  Seventy  three  samples  were  obtained 
and  delivered  to  Hill  End  Hospital  for  examination  by  the 
prescribed  tests.  The  samples  of  the  various  designations 
obtained  were  as  follows 8~ 


Pasteurised  33  Tuberculin  Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested  2  (Pasteurised)  30 

Sterilisod  8 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  19*+9,  provide  that,  if  at  any  time  the  atmos¬ 
pheric  shade  temperature  at  the  laboratory  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  samples  exceeds  65°F.,  the  results  of  the  Methy¬ 
lene  Blue  Test  shall  be  void.  The  test  gives  an  indication  of 
keeping  quality.  It  is  to  be  deprecated  that  in  the  hottest 
weather,  when  the  application  of  the  test  is  particularly 
important,  the  results  are  likely  to  be  void  and  hence  this  test 
is  likely  to  have  no  application  during  the  hottest  periods  of 
the  year,  when  it  is  particularly  necessary  that  it  should  have 
application.  Though  seventeen  of  the  samples  were  exposed  to 
atmospheric  temperatures  in  excess  of  the  65°^  standard,  there 
were,  in  fact,  no  Methylene  Blue  failures  amongst  those  samples. 
These  seventeen  results,  though  legally  void,  are  indicative  of 
the  high  bacteriological  quality  of  the  seventeen  samples  and 
provide  evidence  that  it  is  high  time  that  the  legal  standard  is 
raised.  The  seventeen  results  also  show  the  great  care  taken  by 
producers,  pasteurisers  and  distributors  in  handling  the  milk 
which  was  sampled.  Of  the  se'Vjrty  three  samples  of  milk  obtained 
during  1959,  seventy  one  passed  the  tests  prescribed.  This 
involved  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  two  tests.  The 
remaining  two  samples,  both  being  Pasteurised  milk,  each  failed 
to  pass  one  of  the  two  tests  legally  prescribed. 


(b)  ICE  GREAI/I 


The  bacterial  quality  of  ice  cream  has  been  checked  through 
out  the  year  wj.th  the  aid  of  routine  sampling  and  laboratory 
examination.  A  total  of  twenty  five  samples  were  obtained  from 
fourteen  retailers  and  covering  six  different  makes  of  ice  cream 
being  retailed  within  the  district. 


Type  of  Ice  Groan 

1 

Provisio 

nal  Grade 

5“ 

3  ^ 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory  Total 

Wrapped  brickettes 

o  o  * 

10 

10 

Wrapped  Choc  bars 

O  o  o 

2 

2 

Partly  wrapped... 

0  O  • 

1 

— 

1 

Part  of  previously 

opened 

bulk  can 

•  •  * 

2 

3 

1  -  6 

Part  of  previously 

opened 

4 

carton  .  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

. 

•  •  0 

2 

- 

-  2 

21 

84 


Percentage  Results 


3 

12 


1 

4 


0 
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100^ 


These  results  conpare  favourably  with  the  provisional  standards 

suggested  by  the  Sub  Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service . 


from  a  cafe  in 
eezing  a 


The  single _ unsatisfactory  sample  obtained  was 

the  district  which  produced  its  own  ice  cream  by  fi-._, _ „  „ 

mixture  of  water  and  a  proprietary  brand  of  ice  cream  powder. 
Following  the  unsatisfactory  sample,  the  process  and  methods  used 
were  carefully  stu.diod,  as  well  as  having  the  basic  ingredients 
examined _ by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Luton.  This 
examination  proved  satisfactory.  During  investigation  of  the 
process,  it  was  discovered  that  nixing  implements  were  stored 
in  a  container  of  main’s  water.  Storage  of  these  implements  was 
thereafter  in  absolution  of  a  sterilising  agent  and  subsequent 
samples  of  the  ice  cream  proved  satisfactory. 

While  no  unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  from  mobile 
vohicles  operating  within  the  district,  several  points  regarding 
these  vohicles  are  worth  considering.  Those  ares- 
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(i)  With  the  exception  of  premises  used  wholly  or  mainly  as 
catering  premises  or  as  a  school  or  club,  all  premises  ivithin 
the  district  must  apply  for  registration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955,  and  must  therefore  bo  inspected  before  being  allowed 
to^  sell  ice  cream,  Ko  such  safeguard  is  iraposed  upon  mobile 
vehicles.  Any  such  vehicle  may  commence  business  at  any  tine 
and  it  is  conceivable  that  the  vehicle  nay  completely  escape 
inspection  diiring  the  season. 

(ii)  Wo  limitation  as  to  hours  of  business  are  imposed,  and 
again,  a  vehicle  may  escape  inspection  by  entering,  as  several  do, 
the  district  in  the  evening.  This  factor  also  gives  rise  to 
numerous  complaints _ regarding  the  use  of  musical  chimes  late  at 
night,  a  problem  unich  the  department  has  no  power  to  control, 

(iii)  It  is  not b considered  satisfactory  to  depend  vipon  other 
Health  Authorities  to  carry  out  inspections  of  the  vehicles  under 
the  conditions  given  and  it  is  felt  that  registration  and  inspec- 
tionbOf  ice  cream  mobile  vehicles  before  being  allowed  to  trade 
within  the  district  is  the  only  answer.  It  is  therefore  v/orth- 
while  considering  the  drafting  of  local  byelaws  to  this  effect. 


Fruit  Lollies 


Eight  samples  were  obtained  from  three  different  manufacturers 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  each  case  the 
acidity  of  the  product  was  such  that  bacterial  growth  would  not 
occur  and  the  samples  were  therefore  considered  satisfactory. 


pr 


It  is  interesting  to  noto  that  the  practice  of  retailers 
oducing  their  own  fruit  lollies  by  freezing  a  mixture  of  fr* 


fruit 
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squash,  and  water  has  been  discontinued  in  the  district,  due 
largely  to  the  efforts  of  the  department. 

Groan  Lollies . 


Eight  samples  of  cream  lollies,  obtained  from  five  different 
manufacturers,  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

All  the  cream  lollies  submitted  had  been  vjrapped  by  the 
manufacturers. 


No.  of  No. free  from  No, with  Pres.  No. containing  in 
Samples  Pres,  Coli  Coli  only  addition  to  Pres. 
Producer  Coli. Faecal  Coli 

in 

10  ml, 1.0ml, 0.1  ml. 


A  1  1 


B  2 

e  ^ 


2 

2 


D 


1 


1 


El  1 

T" 


Although  fewer  of  these  samples  were  analysed  during  1959 
than  1958?  comparison  of  the  results  on  a  percentage  basis  shov/s 
a  considerable  improvement  in  the  product,  being  12-g-^  unsatis¬ 
factory  in  1959  as  compared  with  33^  1958.  This  would  seem 

to  indicate  that  manufacturers,  who  in  the  past  have  received 
many  representations  regarding  the  quality  of  this  product,  have 
been  forced,  by  reason  of  these  representations  combined  with  the 
need  for  improvement  to  survive  in  such  a  competitive  market,  to 
greatly  improve  the  standai'd  of  production.  As,  however,  as 
noted  in  the  report  for  1958,  there  is  still  no  bacteriological 
standard  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  absence  of 
such  a  standard,  it  is  perhaps  v/iser  to  assume  that  improvements 
on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers  are  carried  out  more  on  a  profit 
gain  basis  than  a  desire  to  comply  with  unenforceable  suggestions 
made  by  Health  Departments. 

The  single  unsatisfactory  sample,  obtained  from  Producer  C,. 
showed  presumptive  coli  present  in  a  dilution  of  1,0  m.l,  but  noo 
in  0,1  m.l.  This  result  was  notified  to  the  manufacturers  who 
were  unable  to  give  any  reason  as  to  why  such  a  result  was 
obtained.  Subsequent  samples,  however,  proved  satisfactory. 
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(c)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS,  EXCLUDING  MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM s 

There  are  no  slaiaghter houses  in  the  district,  meat  and 
other  foods  being  inspected  at  food  premises  during  routine 
inspection  and  also  on  request  by  the  retailer.  This  latter  is 
a  service  vridely  used,  so  many  varieties  of  foods  and  containers 
now  being  on  the  market  that  many  retailers  are  often  in  doubt 
as  to  the  fitness  or  otherwise  of  the  product  for  huraan  consump¬ 
tion.  Bacteriological  sampling  is  also  carried  out  from  time  to 
time  on  foodstuffs  liable  to  give  rise  to  food  poisoning. 

The  quantity  of  unsound  foodstuffs  seized  or  surrendered 
for  condemnation  shows  a  steady  increase.  It  is  difficult  to 
estimate  what  level  this  figure  will  eventually  reach,  but  it  is 
felt  that  a  total  weight  of  somewhere  near  16,000  lbs.  or 
approximately  7  tons  will  be  submitted  for  condemnation  yearly 
after  I960. 


The  amount  of  unsound  food  condemned  during  1959  was 
13,628  lbs.,  an  increase  of  6,595  lbs.  over  the  figure  for  1958. 
All  such  foodstuffs  condemned  are  destroyed  in  order  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  being  sold  as  fit  for  human  consumption. 


(i)  Uncooked  Food 


O 


Meat 

Fish 


o  o  • 

•  •  • 


Food  in  Cans 
Vegetables 


Meat 

Fruit 

Milk 


#  •  • 


0  9  0 


Mi  sc  e  llcano  ous  Food 


o  •  o 

•  ® 


3,050 

’+,617 

1,310 

1,026 


e  •  o 


3,101 


(d)  LiiBORATORY  EXiiMIIiATIONS  OF  FOODS 


Chemical  and  Racteriological 
carried  out  ats- 


r: 


'caminations 


^  .0 

01 


food  are 


Hill  End  Laboratory,  Hill  End  Hospital, 
St.  Albans. 


Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

66,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W.l. 

Public  Analyst,  20,  Eastcheap,  London,  S,C.3. 

Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  and  Dunstable 
Hospital,  Lewsey  Road,  Luton, 
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(e)  ADULTEIUiTIONj 


The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  regarding 
adulteration  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 


Thirty  t^Jo  samples  of  food  in  common  use  were  taken  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City  during  the  year  by  the  Sampling  Officers  of 
the  County  Council,  The  Public  Analyst's  reports  showed  that 
thirty  of  the  samples  wore  genuine.  Fourteen  samples  of  fresh 
milk  were  obtained  and  all  were  found  to  be  genuine.  The 
remaining  eighteen  items  sampled  were  as  follows s- 


Jaffa  Juice 
Teevmrst 
Scampi  Savoury 
Mushroom  Soup 
Fresh  Garden  Peas 
Luncheon  Meat  Loaf 
Condensed  Skimmed  1'- 


Coffee 

Pork  Sausage 
Emulsion  of  Pro- 
Flavine 
Minced  Beef 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Mincemeat 


Beef  Soup  Mix  x 
Steak  in  Gravy 
Blackcurrant 
Vitamin  C  Drink 
Chicken  Soup  Mix  x 
Steaklets 


X  The  samples  named  were  found  to  be  genuine  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  sample  of  Beef  Soup  Mix  and  of  the  Chicken  Soup  Mix. 
Regarding  these  two  latter  samples,  the  Public  Analyst,  on  his 
certificates  stated  that  soup  prepared  according  to  the  directions 
on  the  carton  would  contain  meat  extracts  equivalent  to  only 
0,15  per  cent  of  protein  (in  the  case  of  beef  soup  mix)  and  0.I7 
per  cent  in  the  case  of  the  chicken  soup  mix. 


In  each  case  he  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  total  protein 
in  the  form  of  meat  extracts  was  instifficient  to  justify  the 
description  "Beef  Soup"  and  "Chicken  Soup"  rospectively . 

Subsequently  the  manufacturers  of  these  soups  agreed  to 
alter  the  description  of  the  product  on  the  carton  to  a  form 
accepted  by  the  Public  Analyst. 


(f)  COMPLiilNTS  BY  THE  GENEPi/xL  PUBLIC  CONCERNING  FOODS 

During  1959  a  total  of  2h  complaints  were  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Department, 


The  Department  made  detailed  enquiries 
complaints  and  found  that  three  corapiaints 
and  that  twenty  one  wore  justified.  Where 
arose  outside  the  district  (thirteen  cases) 
Health  Department  of  the  district  concerned 
and  investigate  and  report  back.  In  a  few 
wore  contacted  direct.  The  complainant  was 
detailing  the  action  taken. 


into  all  these 
were  not  justified 
the  original  default 
normally  the  Public 
was  asked  to  inspect 
cases  manufacturers 
finally  sent  a  letter 


Where  the  original  default  arose  within  the  district  (eight 
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cases)  inspection  was  made  to  trace  where  and  how  the  default 
arose  and  also  to  secure  agreenient  on  the  measures  necessary  to 
prevent  a  recurrence.  After  sifting  the  information  so  obtained 
a  \^rarning  letter  was  sent  to  the  firm  concerned  and  the 
complainant  informed  of  the  action  taken. 

(g)  VISITS  kADB  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  CONTROLLBIG  FOODS 


#  O  o 


O  Q  O 


Milk  Sampling 

Ice  Cream  and  Iced  Lolly  Sampling 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
Laboratory  Visits 


•  •  • 


•  e  • 


•  9  • 


0  «  9 


•  9  • 


•  9  « 


ho 

19 

84 

15 


2*  jUg.Rection  of ^Food  Premises.  (Where  more  than  one  principal 
trade  is  carried  on  at  one  premise,  each  such  trade  is 
separately  recorded). 


Trades 


Ho.  in  town 


Building  Site  Canteens 
Industrial  " 

School  '• 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Licensed  Premises 
Food  Manufacturers 
Butchers 
Fishmongers 
Grocers 
Greengrocers 
Confectioners 

Miscellaneous  Food  Premise 


5 

37 

18 

15 

13 

11 

15 

h 

19 
12 
12 
s  11 


of  Visits 

6 

18 

12 

24 

8 

69 

20 

42 

20 

15 

16 


Informal  Notices  Served 
I'Jotices  complied  with 

3^  Mobile  Vehicles  Selling  Food. 


65 

55 


latter  part  of  I959  an  intensive  search  for,  and 
th?t  thi  venicles  was  carried  out.  It  is  considered 

ITl  lola]  ??  ^^Se^-P^f^-^ensive  piece  of  legislation,  certainly 
+  ^  nabional  basis,  is  rapidly  aijproaching .  Althourrh 

j.  ^^^uirements  relating  to  shops  cannot  as  yet  bo  said 

to  be  completely  comprehensive,  they  afford  the  Public  Health  In¬ 
spector  much  more  authority  than  ha  commands  over  mobile  vehicles 

^^4  llmitod  to  nakins  only  sUiSgoIuoS  as  to  iSiovi 

mento  withouc  Doing  able  to  enforce  them.  The  effect  of  this  i- 

of  nobllo  ASSes  eStSS.. 

the  aistrict  ^or  the  first  time.  On  the  initial  insr^oction  advice 
IS  given  and  generally  followed,  until  such  time  as"tS  t?adev 

?ealisL°that  hf  hii?"i standLd  and 
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Details  of  inspections  carried  out 


No .inspected 

No. of  visits 

Warnii>:  notice s 

No«  of  Notices 

sent 

comijlied  with. 

60 

Ik 

11 

Section  G  -  GENEIUL 
FACTORIES  A 


,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF 
ND  RODENT  CONTROL 


FACTORIES  ACT„  19^7 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES s 


N-umber  of 
Written 
Notices 

— ^3y- 


Oc curlers 
Prosecuted 


FACTORIES  mth  Mechanical  Power  98 
FACTORIES  without  "  ”  7 
OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act  _J6 

161 


0 

0 

0 

0 


2.  DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number 

of  Defects 

Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

bv  H.M. 

Inspector 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(k) 

Sanitary  convGniences(S,7) 

Insufficient  . , . 
Unsuitable  or 

..  2 

2 

0 

defective 

Not  separate  for 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

0 

• 

10 

0 

s  exe  s  9  0  0  9  0  9 

. .  0 

0 

0 

Totals 

13 

12 

~0 

Nuirber  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

-n-f-  -n  _r-,- 


0 

0 

0 

0 


3.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937s 

(a)  The  occupier  of  one  local  factory  distributes  work  to 
tvjo  contracting  out-workers  in  Londc.u, 

In  addition  five  local  out-workers  are  employed  by  firms  out 
side  the  district.  This  outwork  is  carried  on  in  clean  and  satis 
factory  premises.  No  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the 
year. 
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(b)  Factories  ~  General  Information. 

All  factories  in  the-  town  are  of  modern  construction  and 
have  been  built  during  the  past  thirty-five  years.  Health  con¬ 
ditions  are  generally  satisfactory.  Infringements  are  usually 
of  a  minor  natiire. 


Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alteration  of 
factories  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Dcuartnent 
they  are  approved. 


existing 

before 


The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they  do  not 
comply  with  sections  37,  ^3 5. or  59  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936*  Where  the  plans  submitted  do  not  comply ^  amendments  are 
informally  negotiated  vfith  the  proposers.  If  agreement  is  not 
secured  within  the  statutory  period  or  the  statutory  period  is 
insufficient  to  allow  negotiation,  the  plans  ai*e  rejected. 

Where  there  is  no  legal  authority  to  reject  the  plans,  but  the 
erection  or  alteration  contained  in  the  plans  is  likely  to  giva 
rise  to  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  this  is 
pointed  out  to  the  proposers,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  secure 
prior  compliance  with  these  Acts, 


4.  RODENT  COl'ITROLs 


(a)  Administration. 


The  Coimcil  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  Dy  Posts  Act 5  19^9 o  A  full-time  Rodent 
Operative  is  employed. 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction. 


Rats  9  mice  or  rats  and  mico  wore  found  on  194-  premises  and 
39702  visits  were  made  to  ascertain  their  presence  and  if  found 
to  destroy  theni.^  Where  premises  are  serviced  under  the  contract 
vfor  ciotails  of  which  see  sub— paragraph  (c}}  regular 
visits  ore  maue  and  routine  treatments  carriedi  out.  Normally  thi 
results  in  any  rats  and  mice  which  are  jorosent  being  destroyed 
before  the  management  concerned  are  aware  of  it. 


ghis  results  in  a  virtual 
premises  which  are  serviced, 
ninety  four  infestations  dealt 


absence  of  complaints  from  the 
Details  of  the  one  hundred  and 
v/ith  are  as  follows  s- 


Rats  only 

Mico  only  ...  ... 

Rats  and  Mice  ... 

Totals 


No.  of  Premises 

135 
•  •  “  37 


®  •  • 


194 


No.  of  visits 
2,400  ■ 

4^+3 

-  919 

3,762 
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Details  of  the  various  types'  of  premises  found  infested 
were  as  -  follows J- 


Local 

Authority 

•pror’erty 

Dvrelling 

Houses 

Business  and 
Industrial 
Premises 

No. 

by 

of  premises 
Rats  . . . 

infested 

O  »  0 

5 

109 

21 

No. 

by 

of  premises 
Mice  « • » 

infested 

•  •  • 

- 

21 

16 

No. 

by 

of  premises  infested 
Rats  and  Mice  . . , 

1 

- 

21 

Totals 

6 

130 

"58 

Dwellinghouses  are  treated  free,  but  a  charge  has  to  be 
made  for  rodent  destruction  at  Commercial  and  Industrial 
premises. 

(c)  Contracts . 

Annual  Contracts  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  nice  are 
entered  into  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  Commercial  and 
Industrial  premises.  The  charge  made  depends  on  the  size  of, 
and  conditions  at,  the  premises  concerned.  At  31st  December, 
1959,  twenty-eight  firms  had  thirty-one  current  contracts, 
covering  thirty-two  premises,  mainly  factories.  The  income  from 
these  contracts,  then  being  at  the  rate  of  £216, 10s. Od,  a  year. 
In  addition  to  the  contract  system,  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  is  carried  out  on  request  at  commercial  and  industrial 
premises  and  charged  for  as  ’’private  works".  Charges  for  this 
work  issued  during  1959  amounted  to  £29.5s.0d. 

(d)  Sewers. 


Test  baiting  carried  out  during  1957  in  the  Council’s  sex^ers 
which  convey  foul  water  gave  nil  results,  none  of  the  baits 
being  taken.  Previous  test  baiting  in  former  years  also  gave 
negative  results.  In  view  of  these  facts,  test  baiting  was  not 
carried  out  during  1959, 

5.  INSECT  PESTS s 

During  the  year  one  hxmdred  and  thirty  complaints  wore 
received  and  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  three  visits  were  made  to 
destroy  the  pests  found  present. 
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The  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  pests  destroyed  by 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  nmber  of  visits 
made  by  them  to  the  infested  premises. 


Fleas  o  o  o  « . e 

i^nts  o  •  o  o « d 

Crickets 
Moths  => « *  • « o 

V/asps  o .  *  ,00 

Bed  Bugs  • . • 

Silver  Fish  ♦ . • 
Earwigs  ..<» 

Piod  Mites 
Flies  o  o «  0  0  o 

Bees  . . 

Mosquitoes  .«o 
Cockchafers  . » • 
Woodworm 


•  .  o 
.09 
9  9  9 
0  9  9 
.90 
9  9  0 

9  9  9 
.09 
9  9  9 

9  0  9 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

9  9  9 

9  9  0 


Ho.  of  preaises  Wo.  of  visit,? 
affected  made 


#  0  • 
0  9# 

9  9  0 
•  •  # 

0  9  0 

•  90 

•  09 

•  09 

O  O  • 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

O  •  9 

•  90 


2 

4 

7 

2 

91 

5 

4 


5 

8 

20 

3 

117 

10 

10 

1 

5 

9 

2 

7 

2 

4 


Ants . 


The  Council  has  instructed  that  on  application  free  ant 
powder  shall  be  Issued  for  the  destruction  of  ants  in  houses 
and  that  where  personal  attention  is  required  a  charge  of  five 
shillings  must  be  made  in  respect  of  each  house. 
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HA-TFIEIlD 


RUML 


DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1959. 
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PUBLIC  HEIiLTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors 
C.  A.  BIiILEY,  M.R.S.H. ,  M.A.P.H.I. 


District  Public  Health  Inspectors s 
J.  KEMP,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

M.  Hii-LL,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operatives 
L.  A.  lYiWREtTCE. 


Clerks s 

Mrs.  J.  E.  SKILTON. 
A.  A.  W.  CALLABI. 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


Section  A  -  STATISTICS  MD  SOCLIL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREii 


o  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


e  •  • 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (mid-year  1959) ^  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  March,  I960 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  I960 
Product  of  a  penny  rate 


•  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  «  • 


•  e  « 


•  •  • 


o  •  • 


2i,9‘+5 

35,110 
10,696 
£593,370 
£2 , 647 


Social  Conditions  8 

Hatfield  Rural  District  is  an  agricultural  and  residential 
area  extending  from  the  northern  perimeter  of  the  outer  metro¬ 
politan  area  to  the  middle  of  Hertfordshire .  Much  of  the 
District  lies  within  a  designated  Green  Belt  area  including  the 
extensive  Gascoyne  Cecil  Estates  and  the  Great  Wood  of  Northaw, 
thus  preserving  its  rural  character  and  charm.  The  ancient  town 
of  Hatfield,  the  social  and  administrative  centre  of  the  District 
has  undergone  rapid  residential  and  industrial  development  as  a 
New  Tovm  during  the  past  ten  years  and  includes  the  main  works  of 
the  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Company.  Limited  urban  development 
has  also  taken  place  at  Brockmans  Park,  Cuffley  and  North  Mymms. 


E}ITR/iCTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEiiB. 

Ifele 

Fenale 

Total 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

155 

155 

310 

LIVE  BIRTHS? 

Number 

Rate  per  1000  population 

369 

3  08 

677 

19.3 

ILLEGITIMiiTE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OF 

TOTAL  LIVE 

BIRTHS 

3 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still 

4 

births 

8 

12 

15.9 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


INFANT  DE/ITHS  (Deaths  under  1  year) 


INFANT  MORTALITf  RilTES 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  "  "  "  "  Legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  "  "  "  "  Illegitimate  " 


II 


14.8 

15.3 

NIL 
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Total 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
1000  total  live  births) 


SiiRLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 


(Deaths  lander  4  weeks  per 
R/iTE  (Deaths  under  1  week 


per  1000  total  live  births) 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  PATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
rinder  1  week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and 
still  births) 

MiiTERI'JAL  MORTALITY  (Including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 


26.1 

NIL 

NIL 


Deaths  8 


No  major  factor  affected  the  mortality  rate  for  the  year. 
The  slight  increase  in  the  general  death  rate  compared  wath  1953 
is  due  to  more  deaths  from  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis, 
Heart  Disease  and  Bronchitis.  Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Rond 
Accidents  show  a  marked  rise  ov« 
years. 


a  o  o 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respira¬ 
tory  system 
Cancer 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and 
thrombosis 
Leukaemia 
Heart  Diseases 
Other  circulatory  diseases 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis  and  other  respira¬ 
tory  diseases 
Diabetes 
Nepliritis 

Ulcer  of  storaach  etc. 
Congenital  malformation 
Road  traffic  and  other 
accidents 
Suicide 

Other  defined  causes 


9  0  0 


0  9  0 


0  0  9 


O  9  • 


0  0  9 


9  0  0 


9  0  0 


9  0  0 


9  9  9 


0  9  9 


9  0  9 


0  9  9 


0  9  9 


9  9  0 
9  0  0 

9  9  0 

9  9  0 
9  9  9 


0  9  9 


9  0  0 


9  0  9 


0  0  9 


0  9  0 


0  9  0 


9  9  9 


0  0  9 


'  the 

average  of 

the  past  five 

Average 

Male 

Female 

Total 

:hast  5 

2 

1 

3 

3 

33 

30 

63 

49 

25 

40 

65 

53 

- 

1 

1 

1 

48 

45 

93 

78 

4 

7 

11 

13 

2 

6 

8 

9 

14 

6 

20 

12 

- 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

4 

4 

8 

4 

2 

3 

P 

2 

10 

3 

13 

8 

1 

- 

1 

2 

8 

7 

15 

27 

155 

155 

310 

- 

cancer  s 


Analysis  of  the  deaths  from 


Repiratory  tract 
Alimentary  tract  and 
Breast  and  uterus 
Unclassified  ... 


liver 

a  o  o 

•  o  o 


15 

32 

7 

9 


Comparison  of  Annual  Rates; 


.  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Ratos  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1955  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  England  and  vlales  for_1959.  The  standardised  rSS  fof 
country^^^^^  favoupcibly  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 


Jh 

c6 

O 


1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 


iiingland 
and  Wales 
1959  . 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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iH 

•H  ft 

1 — I 
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0 
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P  0 

ft 

Cd  pq 

ft 

cd  ft 

P 

0 

Jh 

0  d 

cd  Jh 

CO  0 

0  P 

cd  p 

p  0 

ft  0 

P  P 

P  0 

ft  0 

cd  ‘H 

S  P 

Tj  cd 

cd  P 

d  P 

ft  P 

0 

p  ft 

ft  P 

0 

Cd 

0  P 

cd 

cd 

0  Jh 

0 

ft  xl 

si  P 

0 

•p 

Jh 

•H 


ft 

O 


PP  ft 

l6ol 

17.  6 

20.38 

19.4 

19.2 


c:3  -P 
CD  o 
Jh  ci3 
•nrj  ft 


0 . 94 
0.90 
0.88 
0.87 

0.87 


P  -p 
ClJ  P 

_p  .fH 

CO  pq 


15.1 

15.7 
17.93 
16.9 

16.7 


16. 5 


P»  ^ 
Cd  ft 
CD  O 

n  ft 


8^9 

9.6 

8.53 

8.2 

8.8 


cd 

Q 


-P 

O 

Cd 

ft 


I0I5 

1.09 

1.14 

1.09 

1.20 


Td 

Q 

m  0 
«H  ■P 
^  cd 
JhP:; 
cd 

^  si 
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16.5 
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Section  B  -  GEKEIiAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  personal  health  servicos  for  the  district  are  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  County  Council,  the  local  health  authority  for 
those  services  under  the  National  Health  Service.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  District  is  also  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  for  the  County  Health  Services  which  facilitates  full 
co-ordination  of  the  various  functions. 


CLINIC  AND  TRmTMENT  CENTRES 


The  Hilltop  Social  and  Community  Centre  opened  on  11th 
August,  1959  provides  subsidiary  Health  Centre  accommodation 
convenient  for  families  living  at  South  Hatfield  in  association 
with  the  amenities  of  a  social  centre,  restaurant  and  an  inn. 
Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  sessions  are  increasing  and 
the  Womens  Voluntary  Service  has  now  started  a  club  for  young 
mothers  on  Thursday  afternoons. 


Plans  for  the  Principal  Health  Centre  at  Hatfield  on  a  site 
adjacent  to  the  Kennelwood  Clinic,  have  been  approved  by  the 
Ministry  and  work  vrill  commence  in  I960. 


INFANT  VffiLFARE  CLINICS? 


Civil  Defence  Hut,  St .Albans 
Road 

Birchwood  Avenue,  Hatfield 
Roe  Hill  House,  Hatfield 


2  -  h  p.m.,  Friday  (alternating) 
(Immunisation  Session  9»36  “ 

11.30  a.m.  Friday  (3rd  each  month) 

2-4  p.m.  Friday  (alternating) 

9.36  “  11*30  a.m.  2-4  p.m. 
Thursday.  (Immunisation  session 

9.30  -  11.30  a.m.  Friday  (2nd  and 
4th  each  month) 


Hilltop ,  Hatfield 

Brookmans  Park  Hotel  Annexe 
The  Cabin,  Cuff ley 
Village  Hall,  Essendon 
Memorial  Hall,  North  Mymms 
KEtTNELWOOD,  Hi^TFIELD. 


9.30 

2-4 

2-4 

2-4 

2-4 

2-4 


11.30  a.m.  ^Wednesday 

P  oHl  #  J 

p.m.  Monday  (1st  and  '^ra) 
p.m,  Monday 

p.m.  Thursday  (2nd  and  4th) 
p.m.  Thursday. 


Ophthalmic  ) 
Orthoptic  ) 
Speech  Therapy  ) 
Remedial  Exorcises  ) 


Dental  and  Orthodontic) 

42 


By  Appointment 


/I  Reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Rerjortq  nf  thn 
County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer  for  1959  for 
detailed  information  on  the  development  of  these  services. 

WELFARE  FOODS? 

TahlPt^^^On^  Foods,  i.e.  National  Dried  Milk,  Vitamin  A  and  D 

Orange  Juice  are  sold  at  the  Child 
F?id?J«  and  at  1^-,  St.  Albans  Road,  Hatfield,  on 

Fridays  9*30  a.m,  -  12,30  p.m,  and  2  p.m,  -  5  p.m. 

NURSING  SERVICES; 

■.ro^o  Additional  staff  were  appointed  during  the  year  to  fill 

In  meet  the  iScreasIng  ILand 

in  South  Hatfield  and  North  Mymms.  A  total  of  6  Health  Visitors 

3, Health  Visitor/Nurse/Midvrives  and  3  Home 
Nupes  are  now  working  in  the  district.  The  Cuffley  nurse 
attends  daily  at  the  Camp  School. 

J^He  Hidwlves  and  Health  Visitors  in  Hatfield  town  have  had 

the  number  of  confinements  in  the  home, 
the  problems  arising  among  recently  housed  families  adjusting 
to  their  new  environment  and  the  welfare  of  the  elderly. 

continue  to  give  valuable  assistance  at  the 
^  there  is  good  co-operation  between  the  medical 
P„  .  tioners  and  the  nursing  team.  New  development  at  Cuffley 
has  increased  the  home  nursing  and  health  visiting  needs  therel 

SCHOOL  HILitLTH  SERVICE; 

periodic  inspection  of  children  in  the  three 
prescribed  age  groups,  i.e.  5  years,  11  years  and  final  year 

carried  out  in  all  maintained  schools 
additional  group  at  eight  years.  Attendances  at  the 

Kennelwood  Clinic,  viz.  ophthalmic, 
speech  training  were  well  maintained,  with  regular 
dental  sessions  and  the  programme  of  dental  inspections  in  ^ 
schools  throughout  the  District. 

lifl^UNISATION  AND  VACCINATION; 

VfelP^^?n  diphtheria  notified  in  England  and 

Wales  in  I959  was  102  compared  with  78  in  I958  and  37  in  1957 

number^n?  number  of  notifications  in  1959  was  due  to  a 

O'® ■‘^breaks  fortunately  on  a  small  scale, 
sufficient  to  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  maintaining  the 
present  lepl  of  immunisation  in  the  District  in  order  to  presSv 

C^oo'io'"  from  diphtheria.  Doctors,  Health  ViStoS! 
Teachers  and  Parents  have  an  important  role  to  play  in  emphasisin 
the  necessity  for  this  simple  preventive  measure  early  in^infancy 


^3 


Whooping  cough  immunisation  is  also  widely  accepted  either 
by  combined  protection  with  diphtheria  antigen  or  as  a  separate 
measure.  The  low  incidence  of  this  distressing  ailment  in 
recent  years  is  probably  in  part  the  result  of  the  increased 
protection  achieved. 


1959  was  an  active  year  in  the  poliomyelitis  campaign. 

While  the  acceptances  for  infants  and  young  children  rose _ to 
over  60^  the  young  people  born  between  1933  19^2  continued 

to  be  slow  in  coming  forward  until  the  death  from  poliomyelitis 
of  a  popular  footballer  in  the  Spring  brought  home  to  young 
people  and  parents  that  poliomyelitis  can  strike  down  even  the 
fittest.  For  several  weeks  after  this  Genera.1  Practitioners 
and  clinics  were  hard  pressed  to  meet  the  increased  demand, 
which  continued  until  the  siommer  holidays.  Open  sessions  in 
Hatfield  and  sponsored  sessions  at  De  Havillands  and  other 
large  factories  also  helped  to  boost  the  accepta.nce  rate  in  this 
group,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  increasing  quantities  of 
vaccine  received  from  British  ManufactixTers  enabled  the  Ministry 
to  recommend  extension  of  vaccination  to  all  rip  to  the  age  of 
VO. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICES 


The  demand  upon  the  Home  Help  Service  increased  a  little 
during  the  year,  from  VOO  -  V50  hours  service  in  the  home  being 
provided  weekly.  The  special  needs  of  raothers  in  the  peri-natal 
period,  elderly  persons  and  long  term  illness  receiving  close 
attention.  The  local  organiser,  Mrs.  W.Trewby,  has  her  office 
at  Koruielwood,  (Telephones  Hatfield  2509). 

AMBULilNGE  SERVICES 

One  ambulance  and  one  sitting  case  car  are  maintained  at 
the  Fire  Station  in  Batterdale,  Hatfield,  which  is  manned  during 
the  daytime  only,  by  a  crew  of  five  fully  trained  ambulance  men. 
Night  cover  for  the  district  is  provided  by  the  larger  station 
at  Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  other  adjoining  stations. 


The  hospital  car  service  supplements  the  work  of  the  County 
Ambulance  Service  in  carrying  patients  to  and  from  hospitals  and 
clinics.  Requests  should  be  directed  to  the-  Ambulance  Station 
(Telephones  Hatfield  2222). 


In  view  of  the  great  increase  in  the  demands  upon  the 
Ambulance  Service  over  the  past  ten  years  every  effort  should  bo 
made  by  the  public  to  restrict  requests  for  ambulance  transport 
or  private  cars  whon  possible.  Except  in  cases  of  emergency  or 
accidents,  ambulance  transport  is  provided  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  doctor  or  hospital  in  medical  charge  of  the  patient. 


OLD  PEOPLE'S  VJELFAREs 


The  liatfield.  District  Ole.  People's  Welfare  Council  which 
has  now  completed  ten  years  of  voluntary  service  in  the  welfare 
of  the  elderly  has  given  active  support  to  the  seven  local  clubs 
which  moot  regularly  in  the  District. 

\ 

The  annual  report  of  the  Ghairna.n  of  the  Welfare  Council 
contains  a  full  statement  of  the  special  facilities  now  made 
available  to  the  elderly,  services  which  seem  to  expand  steadily 
from,  year  to  year  under  the  enthusiastic  and  sound  guidance  of 
Miss  Jackson, 


While  the  clubs  are  largely  self  supporting  due  to  the 
loyalty  and  interest  of  the  members  themselves,  mention  must  be 
made  of  the  valuable  help,  particularly  in  general  administra¬ 
tive  and  financial  matters  given  by  many  residents  and  local 
organisations. 

The  Hatfield  Council  assisted  with  grants  towards  the 
Holiday  Fund  and  the  provision  of  meals  while  the  introduction 
of  the  County  Council  chiropody  scheme  for  the  elderly  and 
handicapped  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  attending  the  chiropody  treatment  sessions  at  the  various 
clubs.  Regular  meetings  of  elderly  people  and  a  luncheon  club 
have  commenced  during  the  year  at  Hilltop,  and  while  membership 
is  small  as  yet,  it  is  hoped  that  this  new  centre  will  become  a 
permanent  feature  of  comiTiunity  life  in  South  Hatfield, 

EXECUTIVE  COUNCILS 


The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for 
providing  a  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical 
service  in  the  area,  Mr.  A, E, Short  is  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
and  has  offices  at  156-158,  Fore  Street,  Hertford,  (Telephone 
Hertford  3195)0 


HEALTH  EDUCATION  -  SAFETY  IN  THE  HO^iEs 


Upon  the  recommnendation  of  the  Council,  a  Home  Safety 
Organisation  was  set  up  early  in  the  year  under  the  Chairmanship 
of  Councillor  Mrs,  ¥.0, Clark  to  co-ordinate  and  extend  educational 
activities  on  all  aspects  of  Home  Safety  throughout  the  District, 

A  public  meeting  to  which  representatives  of  many  local  organi¬ 
sations  were  invited,  was  well  attended  and  was  followed  by 
several  requests  for  speakers  to  address  local  groups  or  provide 
film  shows  illustrating  hazards  in  the  home.  In  spite  of  initial 
difficulty  in  obtaining  precise  information  on  the  frequency  and 
causes  of  accidents  to  local  residents,  the  organisation  has  made 
a  promising  start  in  undertaking  addresses  to  interested  groups, 
and  preparing  display  material. 


Section  G  -  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received  from  medical  practitioners  during  the  years- 


Who oping  Gough  5 
Measles  580 
Scarlet  Fever  29 

Poliomyelitis  1 


Dysentery 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


11 

1 

2 

9 


3  •  of  major  infectious  disease  were  received 

the  year.  The  biennial  rise  in  measles  affected  younr' 

children  of  pre-school  and  infant  school  age  tliroughout  the 

District  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year.  Notifications 

oi  scarlet  fever ,  while  higher  than  for  several  years,  relate 

o  sporadj-c  cases  _  in  young  children,  there  being  no  outbreaks  in 

schools  or  other  institutions.  Some  large  authorities  report  an 

increase  in  the  clinical  severity  of  the  infection  in  addition 

to  a  general  increase  in  notifications,  but  so  far  there  is 

w  n.  rather  mild  character  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 

Hcl  ui  IgIq  « 


No  notifications  of  diphtheria  or  Pood  Poisoning  were 
received  auring  the  year,  while  whooioing  cough  remained  at  a 
very  low  level. 


^  young  woman  living  in  Hatfield  contracted  poliomyelitis 
with  some  weakness  of  the  left  leg  at  the  end  of  July.  Admitted 
to  the  St,  Albans  City  Hospital  she  made  good  progress  with 
pnysiotlierapy  and  graded  niovenents.  Close  investigation  failed 
o  reveal  contact  with  known  or  suspected  cases  although  she  was 
daily  in  contact  with  persons  from  a  wide  area  at  her  place  of 

work*  The  family  was  kept  under  supervision  anci  no  further 
Illness  occurred* 


Tuberculosis  2 


The  register  of  notifications  has  been  maintained  and  is 
constantly  reviewed  by  reference  to  the  records  held  by  the  chest 
physicians  and  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  tuberculosis  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows s- 


On  register  at  31st  December, 

^ 1958  ’ 

demovals  from  the  register 
during  the  year 
Added  to  the  register  during 
the  year 

On  register  at  3lst  December, 
1959  ’ 

46 


Male 
.  N/Pul. 

.  Fomalo . ' 
Pul.  N/Pul. 

Total 

161 

12 

109 

23 

305 

15 

3 

14 

4 

36 

16 

2 

17 

3 

38 

162 

11 

112 

22 

307 

The  number  of  new  cases  added  to  the  register  is  rather 
less  than  during  the  previous  year*  Several  of  the  fresh  cases 
refer  to  persons  with  minimal  signs  where  the  Chest  Physician 
considered  that  a  course  of  chemotherapy  would  be  beneficial  in 
addition  to  continued  supervision*  The  majority  of  persons 
with  tuberculosis  coraing  into  the  District  are  from  the  London 
area  9  where  they  have  been  under  treatment  and  close  observation 
for  some  time,  and  are  thus  non- infective  quiescent  cases*  It 


* 

is  customary  for  the  chest  physicians  to  raaintain  supervision 
for  years  after  all  signs  of  activity  in  the  disease  have 
subsided  * 


The  Chest  Clinic  at  St*  Albans  City  Hospital  has  its  own 
diagnostic  X-ray  plant  to  facilitato  the  ready  supervision  of 
patients  and  contacts  referred  to  the  clinic  by  medical 
practitioners*  Following  diagnosis  home  visiting  is  promptly 
arranged  through  the  Health  Visitors  attached  to  the  Clinic  and 
a  full  report  of  the  home  circumstances  is  received  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Healthy  who  is  able  to  assess  the  special 
needs  of  each  case  brought  on  the  register*  The  necessity  for 
special  consideration  of  the  housing  noeds  of  tuberculoas 
persons  is  i-.’lly  recognised  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  the 
Gouacilj  due  priority  being  given  to  all  such  cases  represented 
to  the  Commit ceo  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health*  There  is 
close  integration  of  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  with  the  other  social  services  in 
the  district 9  especially  Home  Nursing 9  Health  Visiting  and 
assistance  under  the  liomo  Help  Scheme* 


at 


B*C,G 

schools 


*  vaccination  of  I3  year 
throughout  the  District 


old  children  was  undertaken 
early  in  the  Spring  term* 


'^7 


-  SEGTIDN  D...-  HOUSING 

With  the  completion  of  the  first  phase  of  the  Council's 
housing  scheno  at  Wolhani  Green,  the  second  contract,  including 
six  one-bedroom  bungalows,  was  under  way  during  the  year._^  A 
further  six  one-bedroom  bungalows  have  been  completed  at  Essen- 
don,  in  addition  to  those  on  selected  sites  in  Hatfield, 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  private  housing  development 
scheme  at  Cuffley  which  has  attracted  many  young  families  to 
this  outlying  rural  centre. 

The  following  data  has  been  provided  by  the  Housing 
Manager  5- 


(a)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  2,303 

(b)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  years  102 

Direct  allocations  ^7 

Exchanges  and  Transfers  55 

(c)  Number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  lists 

Families  in  shared  accommodation 
and  caravans  261) 

Families  in  separate  accommodation  and  ) 

applications  for  transfer  from  Council  )505 

tenants  2^+4) 


The  demolition  of  unsatisfactory  properties  in  the  Rights 
of  Way  area,  3t,  Albans  Road,  Hatfield,  continues  making  way 
for  the  new  buildings  of  the  Town  Centre, 

Steady  progress  was  achieved  by  the  Development  Corporation 
in  the  preliminary  site  works  and  erection  of  houses  in  the 
Oxlease  area  of  Hatfield. 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY 8 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  approach  to  the 
Mortuary  during  the  year. 


Section  E  -  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HS/iLIH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
WATERS 


Public  Sunnlieso 

The ^ Rural  District  is  supplied  almost  ontiroly  by  tho 
Barnot  District  Water  Com.pany,  as  far  as  main  x)iped  supplies 
are  concerned » 


A  very  small  number  of  dwellings  on  tho  perimeter  of  tho 
district  are  connected  with  undertakings  in  Welwyn  Garden  City 
U*DoC.9  Hertford  R^D.C.^  St,  Albans  Waterworks  Company  and  the 
Metropolitan  Mater  Board. 

Private  SupnlieSo 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors’  survey  of  the  whole  district^  there  are  2h  private 
supplies  serving  128  dwellings 9  represented  by  wells  and  bore¬ 
holes  etc.  This  number  in  a  rural  district  of  22,000  acres  may 
be  regarded  as  very  low,  in  fact  it  is  estimated  to  be  approxi¬ 
mately  2%  of  the  domestic  water  supply  in  the  area. 

The  distribution  of  sources  throughout  the  four  parishes  is 
as  folloVvTss- 

Hotfield  -  19  supplies  serving  86  properties 
North  Mymms  -  h  supplies  servinp^  20  properties 
Northaw  -  1  supply  serving  I7  properties 
Essendon  -  Nil, 

One  dwelling  (Westfield  Lodge)  was  converted  from  well  to 
main  piped  supply  during  the  year. 

Following  on  from  the  previous  year  when  many  experiments 
were  carried  out  with  chlorination  of  well  and  borehole  supplies 
which  had  shown  phases  of  contamiination,  further  tests  were  made 
with  completely  satisfactory  results. 

A  total  of  60  Sr3mples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
few  unsatisfactory  results  were  followed  up,  check  samples  taken 
and  improvements  made.  The  most  common  factors  contributing  to 
an  unsatisfactory  well  water  result  are  (a)  lack  of  maintenance 
in  cleaning  out  periodically  (b)  defective  covering  to  well, 
allowing  surface  water  to  gain  access,  also  birds,  snails,  etc., 
(c)  excessive  rainfull  over  several  days. 


Following  is  a  list 

of  independent  supplies 

and  number 

samples  taken  during  the 

yean- 

No.  of 

No.  of 

o 

« 

o 

Astwick 

sources 

Dv;e  Hines 
Supplied 

samnles 

taken 

1 

2 

Coopers  Green 

3 

6/1/1 

4 

Cromer  Hyde  (Upper ) 

1 

2/1 

2 

Ess end on 

1 

2 

2 

Mill  Green 

2 

2 

2 

Newgate  Street 

2 

12/10 

2 

North  Mymins 

5- 

11/5/2/1 

26 

Northaw 

1 

17 

1 

Roe  Hyde 

2 

6/1 

10 

Stanboroug h 

4 

32/1/1/1 

4 

Synondshyde 

1 

6 

r>, 

Woodsido 

2 

2/1 

3 

1 

Lemsford  (Watercress 

Beds ) 

24 

126 

60 

Rainfall. 


The  following  is  culled  from  the  Barnet  District  Water 
Company  Annual  Report  for  1959s- 

''Rainfall  for  the  year  was  well  below  average.  At 
North  Myms  only  21.86  inches  was  recorded,  as 
compared  with  31*25  Inches  for  the  jjrevious  year. 

At  this  pumping  station  the  twenty-two  year  average 
fall  is  25,66  inches.  Falls  of  23,5-2  inches  and 
23.04-  inches  for  year  were  recorded  at  Hatfield  and 
Tyttenhanger  respectively,  " 

HOUSING: 


During  the  year  contracts  were  in  progress  for  Bungalows  at 
Birchwood,  Bssendon  and  four  small  sites  in  Hatfield,  and  for 
mixed  development  on  the  second  part  of  the  site  at  Dellsome  Lane, 
Welham  Green  and  at  Worcester  Road,  Hatfield, 


VJorks  was  started  on  the 
Manor  Cottages  at  Bssendon, 
scheme  for  the  modernisation 


modernisation  of  the  6  Holwell 
The  Council  agreed  to  a  comprehensive 
of  their  pre-war  houses. 


Twenty  seven  grants  towards  the  improvement  of  private 
property  were  approved  during  the  year. 


50 


SEWEMGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSALS 


Hatfield; 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  instructed  to 
prepare  a  schenie  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Mill  Green  sewage 
disposal  works,  to  take  the  drainage  from  Northern  Hatfield. 

The  Mill  Green  Works  continued  to  receive  a  very  heavy  flow 
and  it  was  not  alv/ays  possible  to  produce  an  effluent  to  the 
Conservancy  Board’s  standards  a  four  samples  proving  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  and  two  satisfactory.  ftirther  sewers  were  taken  over  from 
the  Development  Corporation  in  the  Oxlease  area. 

In  The  Ryde,  the  Corporation  made  a  start  on  drainage  works. 

Work  v/as  started  on  a  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  I3 
cottages  at  Bullens  Green  Lane  and  the  Council  decided  again  to 
attempt  to  obtain  approval  to  the  Lemsford  Village  scheme. 

The  tender  of  Jolin  Sugruo  &  Co, Ltd.  was  accepted  for 
phases  3  ^  of*  the  Northai^r  Sewerage  Scheme  and  work  was 

started.  These  sewers  will  deal  with  the  village  of  Northaw 
and  with  The  Ridgeway,  west  of  the  crossroads. 

The  branch  sewers  serving  the  west  side  of  Hanyards  Lane 
and  the  end  of  Tolmers  Road  were  completed. 

The  Council  agreed  to  the  construction  of  a  relief  sewer  at 
the  Brookside  Estate. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING s 

A  further  four  properties  in  Hatfield  connected  to  the  main 
sewer.  At  Cuffley  some  ^-3  properties  were  converted  from  cess¬ 
pool  to  main  drainage,  connecting  to  the  phase  1  and  2  sewers. 

The  weekly  earth  pail  collection  continued  in  the  country 
districts  and  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptier  continued  to  be 
fully  employed  despite  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  cesspools. 

It  was  necessary  to  employ  contract  assistance  on  several 
occasions. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES; 

Once  again  there  were  outbreaks  of  wanton  damage  to  public 
conveniences 9  particularly  at  South  Hatfield.  Because  of  this 
lavatory  basins  were  temporarily  removed  -  an  unfortunate 
necessity. 

Collapsible  metal  gates  were  fitted  at  South  Hatfield  and 
the  conveniences  locked  at  nights. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTIONS 


The  ’’Speedyload"  collection  vehicle  was  put  into  service  in 
Hatfield  achieving  a  new  standard  in  cleanliness  of  collection, 

A  weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout  the  district.  The 
opening  of  more  shops  in  the  town  centre  resulted  in  an  increased 
demand  for  trade  refuse  collection.  The  Council  continued  to 
provide  for  collection  of  bulky  household  articles  upon  request. 


GULLY  CLEiiNSINGs 

Gullies  in  private  streets  were  emptied  four  tines  d^iring 
the  year  by  contract  labour. 

ROAD  ACCIDEIJTSs 

277  accidents,  involving  personal  injury,  occurred  on  the 
roads  of  the  District  during  the  year.  people  were  injured 

and  9  killed. 

HOUS ING  s 


(a)  Houses  demolished. 


1.  In  Clearance  Areas  NIL 

2.  As  a  result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 

under  Section  17,  Housing  net,  1957  ...  10 


(bj  Unfit  Houses  Closed 


o  •  a 


«  •  ■ 


o  «  • 


3 


( )  Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Hoiises  in  which  defects 
were  remedied 


1.  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority,. , 

2,  After  formal  notice  under  Section  9,  Housing 

Act,  1957 


o  o  • 


P  O  Q 


0  o  • 


•  •  9 
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(O.)  Unfit  Houses  in  TomBorarv  Us 


G 


0  o  o 


•  •  • 


(e)  Purchase  of  Houses  bv  Agreement 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than  those  included 

in  confirraed  Clearance  Areas  or  Compulsory 

Purchase  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  NIL 


Note:  Item  (a)  2,  13  and  17  Park  Street  =2,  (In  addition  Nos. 
15  and  19  were  also  demolished  but  not  as  a  result  of  action 
taken  under  section  I7  of  Housing  Act,  1957.-  These  dwellings 
were  unoccupied  at  the  tijae),  5'th  Right  of  Way  -  Nos.  10,12, 
1^ ,  16 , 18 , 20 ,  ci2 , 2q'  —  8® 

Item  (b),  12  Cromer  Hyde,  17  Park  Street  and  Beech 
Cottage  (Coopers  Green). 
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It  is  thought  that  this  district  crust  be  unique  in  that  the 
number  of  basement  dwellings  existing  is  negligible  apart  from 
a  mere  half-dozen  or  so  in  Old  Hatfield.  Throughout  the  country 
generally  there  are  scores  of  thousands,  particularly  in  Cities, 
old  to\ms  and  seaside  resorts  in  particular,  and  from  a  public 
health  point  of  vlevr  are  usually  unsatisfactory.  Hatfield  is 
fortunate  in  this  respect. 

Housing  Act.  19'?7  -  Improvement  Grants. 


During  the  year  27  applications  were  received  for  grants  to 
improve  older  types  of  dwellings  by  providing  certain  modern 
amenities . 

Midway  through  1959,  the  new  Standard  Grant  was  introduced, 
under  which  house  owners  can  obtain,  as  a  right,  half  the  cost, 
up  to  a  maximum  of  £155,  of  installing  five  basic  improvements 
-  a  bath  or  shower,  a  wash  basin,  a  water  closet,  a  hot  i-rater 
system,  and  a  food  store. 


This  differed  from  the  existing  Discretionary  Grant  in  that 
half  the  cost  of  more  extensive  improvements  may  be  paid,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Council,  subject  to  a  maximum  grant  of  £>+00. 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  visit  each  dwelling  in  the 
first  instance  to  see  if  the  property  is  suitable  for  moderni¬ 
sation,  and  finally  for  approval  of  the  completed  works,  bearing 
in  mind  appropriate  Housing  and  Public  Health  legislation. 


Rent  Act.  1997  -  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

As  was  to  be  expected  the  number  of  applications  for  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Disrepair  in  1959  diminished  considerably,  a  total  of 
six  being  received.  In  each  case,  on  receipt  of  a  notice  from 
the  Council  of  proposal  to  issue  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair,  the 
owners  or  agents  duly  served  notice  on  the  tenants  and  the  local 
authority,  giving  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  all  the  items  of 
repair  specified. 


It  should  be  mentioned  here,  that  whereas  in  1957  and  1958 
no  co-operation  whatsoever  existed  between  the  Health  Department 
and  the  owners  or  agents  of  the  properties  concerned,  the  circum¬ 
stances  have  now  cha.nged  considerably  and  liaison  is  frequent. 
Repair  work  is  well  under  way. 

From  the  date  of  operation  of  the  Act  until  the  3lst  Decem¬ 
ber,  1959,  thirty  eight  applications  for  certificates  had  been 
received  and  dealt  with.  The  procedure  laid  down  for  obtaining 
a  certificate  is  complicated,  few  tenants  really  understand  the 
requirements,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  had  a  great 
■deal  of  exi^laining  to  do. 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  TliE  AREA: 


The  following  is  a  s^omary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  the  year:- 


Public  Health  Acts? 


Complaints  investigated s- 
Houses,  Primary  Inspections 
Re-visits  re.  above 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Infectious  Diseases 
Schools 

Cinemas  and  Public  Halls 

Swimming  Pools 

Water  Supplies 

Rivers,  Streams  and  Ditches 

Drainage 

Cesspools 

Dirty  and  Verminous  Premises 
Flies  and  Insects 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Vacant  Land  and  Dumps 
Smoke  Observations 
Boilerhouses 
Sundry  Nuisancos 


8 

72 

68 

237 

111 

1 

25 

35 

37 

93 

217 

23 

239 


Housing  Acts? 


Total 


1,405 


Houses,  Primary  Inspections  105 

Re-visits  re.  above  l47 

Overcrowding  1 

Council  House  Applicants  4 

Improvement  Grants  I83 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  50 

Factories  Acts 

Factories  with  Power  56 

Factories  without  Power  2 


Food  and  Drugs  Act? 

Slaughterhouses  210 
Butchers  Shops  165 
Food  Preparing  Rooms  9 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  36 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  112 
Fried  Fish  Shops  6 


Grocers  and  Other  Food  Shops  270 


490 
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808 

27?^  c/f 


Total 

Food  and  Dru^s  Act;  (continued) 

b/f 

2,761 

Bakehouses 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

19 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens 

99 

Factory  Canteens 

16 

School  Canteens 

8 

Public  Market  and  Food 

Stalls 

348 

Other  Food  Premises 

8 

Food  Inspection 

41 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

2 

595 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Vans 

52 

Shors  Acts  2 

Inspections 

Mobile  Shops  Inspections 

mz 

17 

Pests  Acts 

Business  Premises  Primary 

34 

Re-visits 

10 

Private  Duellings  Primary 

3 

Re-visits 

Nil 

Local  Authority  Properties 

Nil 

47 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

570 

Interviews 

121 

Total  number  of  visits  made 

4,111 

II'TSPBCTION  AND  SUPEEVISION  OF  FOODS 

Food  and  Drugs  Act^  19*7^8 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  to  19'?^fs 

There  is  one  pastetirsing  plant  in  the  district,  licensed  by 
the  Hertfordshire  County  Council. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  by  the  Itaral  District 
Council  during  the  years- 

Dealers  licences  authorising  one  of  the 
special  designations s 

Pasteurised....  ...  5 

Sterilised  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 
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Supplementary  licejiceTS-'mithorising  the  use 
of  the  special  designations 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  7 
Sterilised  ...  ...  7 
Tuberculin  Tested  7 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses s 

Slaughtering  is  confined  to  two  private  slaughterhouses  in 
this  district,  i.e.  T. Butler  &  Son,  Fore  Street,  Hatfield  and 
B.G.King,  White  Lodge  Farm,  Bell  Bar,  Normally  killing  takes 
place  on  two  days  a  week  at  each  of  these  premises,  entailing 
four  visits  weekly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  A  total 
of  203  visits  was  made  during  the  year  in  the  course  of  meat 
inspection,  and  100^  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  this  Rural 
District  were  examined. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  table,  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  examined  was  4  cows,  233  cattle  other 
than  cows,  3  calves,  1412  sheep  and  lambs  and  1752  pigs. 

During  the  year  five  cases  of  Cysticercosis  were  found  in 
cattle  (all  steers).  This  appears  to  be  quite  a  high  incidence 
compared  \^ith  the  national  figure.  In  1958  there  were  none  and 
in  1957  two.  In  each  case  the  affected  parts  (4  heads  and 
tongues  and  1  thick  skirt)  were  condemned  and  the  remainder  of 
the  carcases  and  offal  detained  in  cold  storage,  either  at  a 
temperature  of  not  more  than  14°F  for  14  days  or  not  more  than 
20°F  for  21  days,  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 

Tuberculosis  once  again  is  of  low  incidence  in  cattle  and 
pigs.  This  has  shown  a  considerable  downward  trend  in  the  past 
few  years  and  will  continue  to  do  so  with  the  great  increase  in 
the  attested  herd  population.  Although  the  statistics  show  that 
25^  of  cows  slaughtered  showed  Tuberculosis  in  some  part  or 
organ,  it  v/ill  be  seen  that  only  4  cows  were  slatxghtered  during 
the  year,  and  in  fact  only  the  lungs  of  one  were  found  to  be 
affected, 

A  fair  sample  of  abnormal  conditions  vras  encountered,  and 
the  bulk  of  condemnations  were  attributed  to  pneumonia  and 
congestion  of  lungs,  parasitic  condition  of  livers  and  lungs, 
absessos,  and  liver  fluke.  Two  whole  pig  carcases  and  organs 
were  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  moat  and  offal  rejected  at 
the  slaughterhouses  amounted  to  I726  lbs. 
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Carcasos  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned s 


Cows 

Ntmber  killed  and  inspected  h 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  Gysticeri 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci  50^ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  vrhich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  with  Tuberculosis  2.% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  vrhlch  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

Generalised  and  Totally 
condemned 


Cattle  Sheen 

excluding  Calves  and  Pigs 
Cows  Lambs 

233  3  "Top  1752 

-  -  -2 

41  -  164  237 

17.595?  -  ii.05f.  13.58;.; 

5  -  -  35 

2.14;^  -  -  1.99/^ 

5  -  -  - 

5  -  _  , 

2.14^ 


Amounts  condemned  as  unfit 

for  human  consumption  25  lbs  5C9  lbs  -  277  lbs  915 

lbs 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

Two  Slaughtermen,  resident  in  the  District,  were  licensed  by 
the  Council  to  kill  and  dress  carcases.  A  third  is  licensed  by  a 
neighbouring  aixthority  and  is  authorised  to  slaughter  in  this 
District. 
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Food  Premises : 


The  ntciber  of  food  shops  now  operating  in  Hatfield  Rural 
District  is  as  follows J- 


Butchers  22 
Bakehouses  2 
Bakers  Shops  10 
Cafes  and  Canteens  *+9 


Ice  Cream  32 

Greengrocers  and 
Fruiterers  26 

Fishmongers  and 
Fryers  8 


Meat  and  other  foods  condernned  ag  nn-Pit-.  s 


Tins 


Food 


12  Pears 
12  Peaches 
9  Pineapple 
*+  Apricots 
30  Tomatoes 

2  Peach  Pulp 

1  Apricot  Conserve 
1  Fruit  Salad 

3  Plums 

1  Cream  Sage 

1  Veg. Salad 

8  Baked  Beans 

18  Peas 

2  Blackcurrants 

12  Mandarin  Oranges 
1  Broad  beans 
1  Prune  s 

15  Evaporated  Milk 

19  jars  Mixed  Pickles 

English  Sirloin 
Chuck  Steak 
10  Turkeys 
Haddock  Fillets 

Market  Food  Stall. ^ s 


lbs 

16 

20:|- 

9i 

16 

^3i 

50 

li 

T 

J. 

3i 

1 


1 


b-i 

13 

IH 

1 

1 


12 

6 

50 

90 

48 


as  unfits 

Tins 

Food 

lbs 

5 

Grapefruit 

6-i 

1 

Rhubarb 

li 

16 

Soup 

P 

Spaghetti 

li 

7 

Ham 

53 

10 

Corned  Beef 

LlAI- 
‘i-Q  2 

5 

Beef  Steak 

35" 

1 

Casserole  Steak 

1 

1 

Luncheon  Meat 

4 

3 

Sheep  Livers 

30 

1 

Lambs  Tongue 

3 

"mr 

3 

Sardines 

3 

““  A 

3 

1 

1 

b 

1 

1 


12 


Red  Salmon 
Tuna  Fish 
Pilchards  2 

Jellied  Feai  6 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  4 
Smoked  Cod  Fillets  16 
Cod  Fillets  78 

Norwegian  Dog  Fish  72 
New  Potatoes  768 

Kippers  8 


1 

2 

1. 

2 


The  open  air  market  has  now  completed  its  second  vear  on  the 
temporary  site  knovm  as  Gracemead  Car  Park.  The  food  SaTls  ^ 
numoer  approximately  eight,  but  this  fluctuates!  ferklts  a?e 
held  on  each  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  In  the  strictest  senSe 

vim  !Sch^2l^^  a?!  ^  point  of 

26  27  ''nd  ?8  of  -hhr'  ^o  n  certain  extent  by  sections 

28  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  povernino-  thr 

St  facilities 3to!  XSr! 

upart  from  the  fruiterers  and  greengrocers^  of  tho  fnnr^ 
wrapped*  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  regular iy  visit  the  food 
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stalls;  s  number  of  minor  points  have  been  taken  up  with  the 
Development  Corporation  and  the  stallholders  from  time  to  time 
and  suggestions  from  the  Public  Health  Department  are  usually 
well  received* 

GLEilN  AIR  ACTS 


When  this  Act  came  into  operation  it  was  not  anticipated 
that  any  major  problem  would  be  encountered  in  the  rural 
district.  The  factories  generally  are  fairly  modern  and  a 
number  of  furnaces  are  oil  burning. 

A  notable  exception  was  a  factory  at  Marshmoor  making 
component  parts  of  furniture.  As  is  customery  with  this  type  of 
factory,  the  steam  raising  plant  is  fed  entirely  by  wood  waste. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  from  residents  in  Marshmoor 
not  because  of  smoke,  but  from  the  fall  out  of  wood  ash  from  the 
chimney.  Following  considerable  pressure  from  the  Public  Health 
Department,  a  new  plant  was  put  into  operation  in  August  1959 
consisting  of  filters  and  water  sprays,  intended  to  arrest  all 
ash  etc.  before  leaving  the  smoke  stack.  This  proved  very 
effective  for  some  weeks  but  severe  teething  troubles  became 
apparent,  chiefly  due  to  premature  clogging  of  the  twenty  or  so 
water  jets  and  the  filtering  material. 

This  problem  is  peculiar  to  the  furniture  manufacturers  and 
a  great  deal  of  experimentation  is  in  hand  in  an  effort  to  con¬ 
quer  the  difficulties.  It  is  felt  that  this  partictilar  factory 
will  comply  with  the  requisites  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  in  due 
course. 

The  offices  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  Great  North 
Hoad  overlook  the  Hatfield  Station  and  marshalling  yard  and  on 
occasions  the  number  of  locomotives  emitting  black  or  dark  smoke 
was  taken  and  communicated  to  the  appropriate  officer.  British 
Railways  were  co-operative  in  this  respect  and  certainly  loco 
crews  were  made  aware  that  such  transgressions  vrere  reported. 
During  the  past  year  the  incidents  appear  to  have  diminished 
somewhat,  no  doubt  duo  to  a  great  increase  in  Diesel  locomotives 
coming  into  service. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937s 


Number  of  Factories  on  the  Register 
Number  of  Inspections  made  .a. 
Number  of  vn*ittGn  notices  served  as 
of  notification  from  H.M. Inspector 
Factories  ...  .«♦  ... 


Number  of  defects  remediied 


»  .  0 

... 

result 

of 

»  «  * 

... 


121 
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3 

2 


o  o  o 


Defects  founds 


«  « 


•  «  a 

•  •  a 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences 

Factories s 

»  T numoGr  of  established  factories  in  the  district  is  as 
follows s- 


Factories  v?ith  Eiechanical  powers  (where 
section  7  of  the  Factories  Act,  I937  is 
enforced  by  local  authority) 


000 


o  • 
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Factories  without  mechanical  power  (whore 
sectioiis  1,2,3,!+, 5  and  7  of  the  Factories 
Act,  1937  are  enforced  by  local  authority) 

PLiiGES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTEIttViINMEKT  s 


3 


as  licensing  authority  for 
.^usic  and  dancing,  require  information  in  places  of  entertainment 
in  County  aistricts.  Such  places  are  visited  annually  by  the 

lor  this  purpose  and  recoiamendations 
submittocL  uo  the  County  Licensing  Officer. 

RODENT  CONTROLS 


^u,ring  1959  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Council's 
i  oaent  Operative  at  infestations  in  dwellinghouses,  trade  premises 
etc.,  and  farms  was  1209.  ^  ^ 

Since  taking  oyer  rat  destruction  at  farms  and  other  premises 
from  the  Hertfordshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  the^rir 
a  satisfactory^  state  of  affairs  prevailing  throughout  the  first 
full  year  of  uais  now  undertaking. 

Although  this  has  involved  a  considerable  amount  of  extra 

Council's  Rodent  Officer,  has  been  able  to 
cope _ very  efficiently,  ana  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has 
recuiveci  ample  evidence  from  the  farmers  of  their  high^regard  for 
his  work.  Each  farm  is _ surveyed  and  treated  once  a  month^as  a 
routiiiG  cincL  inoro  of  ton  if  infostcition  so  x^/cirrantso 

CoimcS 

-in  M  of  the^  Rural  District  sewers  were  again  carried  out 

in  March  and  Septemoer,  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
Fisheries  and  Food.  Where  pre-baiting  shewed  rats  in  the  system 

®  9^^-^^tities  sufficient  to  eliminate  the  ^  ‘  ’ 

infestation  was  confined  to  the  old  inhabited 
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Type  of  P 

ronerty 

Local 

DwollinK 

iAvri- 

Busine 

O  n 

O  O 

Authority 

Houses  cultural 

etc . 

Total 

Properties  foiond  to 
be  infested  by  BATS 
and  treated  ... 

10 

169 

30 

61 

270 

Number  of  treatments 
(including  ro-treat~ 
ments)  ... 

22 

510 

355 

173 

960 

Properties  found  to 
bo  infested  by  MICE 
and  treated  . , , 

30 

0 

o 

15 

A8 

Number  of  treatments 
(including  re-treat- 
ments) 

... 

51 

7 

*1-3 

101 

Number  of  visits  re¬ 
corded  by  Rodent 
Operative  ... 

37 

582 

362 

228 

1209 

DISINFECT  I  OK  ivND  DISINFESTATIONS 

Articles  of  Bedding 

etc . 

1 

Promises  t  r  e  a  t  e  d  s - 

Fleas  2 
Flies  17 
Booties  5 
Mosquitoes  1 
Gnats  2 
Clothes  Moth  1 

Ear\\rigs 

Ants 

Moles 

Cockroaches 
Flying  Ants 
Wasps  Nests 

2 

12 

2 

3 

1 

268 

Council  houses  inspected  on 
for  vermin/ woodworm  ... 

change  of 

0.0 

tenancy 

•  a  . 

52 

Number  treated  for  woodworm 

»  •  9 

o  «  » 

20 

^On  occasions  9  rosiclonts  contact  the  Department  for  advice  on 
how  uo  aeal  X’/ith^unusual  insects  etc*  In  such  cases  specimens  are 
sent  to  the  British  Museuia  (hatural  History)  for  information* 

During  the  warm  spring  of  19593  millions  of  small  flies  invaded 
the  Control  Tower  of^De  Havilland  Aerodrome  (no  other  section  was 
affected)  at  great  discomfort  to  the  internees  <,  The  Museiom 
advised  that  the  infestation  was  probably  due  to  new  grass  cuttinos 
lying  over  the  airfield  perimeter 9  together  with  the  prevailing 
favourable  weather  conditions.  The  Company's  Fire  Brigade  douched 
the  tower  with  excellent  results  9  and  the  infestation  was 
eliminated  in  a  few  days. 
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On  other  occasions  the  Public  Health  Department  have  been 
informed  that  certaiii  flies,  breeding  for  instance  in  a  stable, 
will  migrate  to  one  oarticular  house  in  a  road  for  reasons  as 
yet  unexplained,  but  possibly  connected  with  colour  or  external 
texture  of  a  structure.  There  seems  no  doubt  that  where  exten¬ 
sive  development  takes  place  on  virgin  soil,  as  in  the  New  Town, 
insect  population  for  a  year  or  so  is  high. 

Wasps  Nests s 


The  exceptional  summer  weather  of  1959  was  undoubtedly 
responsible  for  the  unprocodented  number  of  residents  appealing 
to  the  Health  Dopartruont  for  assistance  in  eradicating  wasps 
nests. 

No  fewer  than  268  were  destroyed  by  Mr,  Laivrence  (often  at 
sene  discomfort  to  himself)  by  using  a  jet  spray  of  insecticide 
vrhich  proved  to  bo  both  rapid  and  lethal.  The  first  neat  was 
dealt  with  in  June  and  the  last,  surprisingly,  in  November, 

Comparative  figures  for  the  last  three  years  are  as 
f ollows  s- 


1957 

1958 

1959 


3M-  nests  destroyed 

2'i  It  II 

268  "  *' 


Although  wasps  are  not  considerod  posts  in  the  sense  that 
a  local  authority  is  responsible  for  thoir  elimination,  treatment 
was  in  fact  freely  given  in  almost  every  case.  During  the 
exceptionally  warm  and  dry  summer  months  the  rodont  opera.tor  was 
fully  occ’ipied  in  coping  with  these  pests  in  addition  to  his 
no  rna 1  t r e  a  tme nt  s , 

Most  districts  in  the  south  of  England,  it  is  believed,  were 
similarly  affected. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  1959 • 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICEKS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.  (London),  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Public  Health  Inspector 

P.  B.  miWLEY,  M.A.P.H.I. 


Clerks 

A.  A.  W.  CALL/iBY. 
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WELWYN  SECTION 


Section  A  -  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIiiL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres ^  ...  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  59232 

Population  (mid-year  1959  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General)  ...  ...  ...  6,320 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  3lst  March,  I960  .  2,060 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  March,  I96O  ...  £83,939 
Net  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £31+14. 

Social  Condlt.i  on.q  s 


The  District  is  mainly  agricultural  and  residential  in 

character,  the  small  tov/n  of  V/elwyn  where  the  old  Great  North 

Road  crosses  the  River  Mimrain  being  the  natural  centre  of*  the 
area  * 


_The  two  parishes  of  Ayot  St,  Lawrence  and  Ayot  St.  Peter 
remain  sequestered  and  remote,  although  only  2k  miles  north  of 
London,  while  parts  of  Digswell,  V/elwyn  and  Woolmer  Green  have 
developed  as  residential  areas. 


_  The  District  comprises  some  of  the  best  undulating  wooded 
agricultural  country  in  Hertfordshire  much  of  which  lies  within 
a  designated  green  bolt  area  which  preserves  its  rural  charm. 

Those  wishing  to  learn  more  of  the  social  history  of  VJelwyn, 
rom  an  early  Belgic  settlement  in  the  forest  to  the  present  day, 
are  referred  to  the  excellent  small  book  written  by  WMBranch 
ohnson  the  local  historian,  which  was  published  during  the  year. 


EXTILs-CTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

!  OF 

THE  YELR 

DEiiTHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

Male 

“ir 

Female 

22 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number 

Rate  per  1000  population 

66 

kl 

107 

16.9 

ILLEGITIMilTE  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL 

LIVE 

BIRTHS 

*+.7 

STILLBIRTHS 

Number 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

2 

1 

3 

27.3 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

68 

A2 

no 

INFANT  DEiiTHS  (Deaths  under  1  year) 

65 


Total 

PERINiiTAL  MOilTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  xjsr  1000  total  live  and 
still  births)  27,3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  NIL 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  NIL 


Deaths s 


The  following  tables  gives  an  analysis  of  the  various  causes 
of  death  which  have  occurred  -  or  are  required  to  be  treated  as 
having  occurred  -  in  the  district  during  the  year.  The  fall  in 
the  total  number  of  deaths  compared  with  previous  years  is  due 
to  fewer  deaths  from  cerebral  vascular  causes  and  heart  diseases « 
the  general  death  rate  being  the  lowest  for  several  years# 


Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  « -  •  » 

000 

Cancer  •o#  o«o 

000  ^ 

8 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  and 

thrombosis  ...  ... 

•  •  •  3 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

^  Q 

4 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  other  respi 

ratory 

diseases 

•  0  •  1 

Gastritis  ...  ... 

•  0  0 

1 

Diabetes  ...  ... 

000  1 

Nephritis  ...  ... 

9  0  0  2m 

mm 

Congenital  Malformation 

0  «  0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

•  «  #  “* 

2 

Sui  c  iCt  e**  too 

•  ®  *  3 

Other  defined  causes  • # « 

000 

3 

Total 

Avera&'e 

13 

11 

5 

7 

IV 

19 

2 

V 

-• 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

... 

2 

«!>• 

... 

2 

2 

3 

- 

3 

/■ 

0 

Sites  of  Cancer 

Respiratory  5 
Alimentary  tract  and  liver  4 
Breast  and  Uterus  3 
Others  #  ^  #  . .  1 
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Comparison  of  Annual  Rates? 


o 

' 

0 

Ph 

0 

o 
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! 

o 

0 

ft 

ON 

p  U1 

fifv 

P  0 
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J>»P 

U 

tH  P 

P  P 

P  P 

P-J 

•H  cd 

•H  Ph 

o 

P  -H 

0 

P  0 

I — 1  ‘H 

ft 

0  pq 

ft 

cd  ft 

P 

Cd  pq 

fn 

0 

.  0 

p 

0  a 

rj  Ph 

0  0 

0  a 

cd  U 

0  0 

Ph  0 

-P  o 

ft  0 

•H  P 

p  0 

ft  0 

•H  -P 

0  > 

‘H 

a  ft 

Tj  cil 

cd  ’H 

a  ft 

p  cd 

P  P 

ft  -P 

0 

Ph  ft 

ft  P 

0 

Ih  ft 

ft 

CO 

0  fn 

cd 

cd 

0  Ph 

cd 

P 

U 

Xl  iH 

0 

U  P 

P  1 — 1 

0 

p  P 

a  0 

P  ^ 

0  P 

a  p 

P 

cd  P 

a  p 

cd  0 

Jh  ft 

0  0 

cd  Ph 

cd  ft 

0  0 

cd  cd 

ft  0 

0 

•H  O 

P  *H 

0  0 

Ph  cd 

P  0 

d 

pq  ft 

ft 

ca  pq 

ft  ft 

ft  ft 

CO  ft 

M  P 

1955 

13 

0.88 

11.8 

8.9 

0.97 

8.6 

NIL 

1956 

16.0 

0.88 

14.0 

8.7 

1.05 

9.1 

10.8 

1957 

17o’+ 

0.87 

■  15.14 

10.3 

1.11 

11.4 

9,7 

1958 

21,6 

0.87 

18.8 

13.6 

1.11 

15,1 

15.0 

1959 

16.9 

0.86 

1^  e  6 

7.4 

1,14 

8,4 

NIL 

England 
and  Wales 
1959 

16. 5 

11.6 

22.0 
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Section  B  -  GENSIUlL  PROVISION  OF  HEilLTH  SEIiVICSS 

tliroughout  the  district  are 

Offtoi^^or  County  Council.  The  Medical 

MeScal  Off?opi^\ir^  l^istrict,  who  is  also  the  Divisional 
iieuicax  oil  leer  5  supervises  these  services. 

CLINIC  iiND  TREilTMENT  GENTTn-ilS 
¥EL¥IN  (The  Hill) 

Infant  Melfare 

Ante  and  Post  Natal 


2-4  p.m,  Frid 


y 


Dental 

¥00LMER  GREEN 


Nursing  Servleog s 


9  a.m.  -  12  noon  Thursday 
(1st  only) 

By  Appointment 

The  Mobile  Irjfant  Welfare  Clinic 
attends  at  The  Village  Hall  on 
the  1st  and  3nd  Thursday  at  2  p.m. 


cl 


nri  domiciliary  nursing,  midwifery 

no  ht-alth  visiting  of  the  district  with  occasional  assistanoo 
from  neighbouring  areas  in  the  outlying  parishes? 

Miss  I. A. Green,  Home  Nurse/Midwifo , 

1,  The  Crescent,  Welwyn. 

Homo/Nurse/Midv/ife/Health  Visitor, 

10,  Dolesbury  Drive,  ¥elwyn. 

Miss  Wray  attends  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  on  Fridav  aftop 
School  Plealth  Servicing 

Welfare°Hut^^¥Qlw??°Hii  f^^T^^  arrangements  at  the 

exidre  nux,  ^.elwyn  Hill,  duo  to  temporary  staffing  diffi mil  ti  po 

during  the  year,  but  fortunately  the  Countv  Dontal^oSicor  x-aJ 
soon  able  to  recommence  regular  fnrtnirhti 4 

Tuesdavq  fnr  c-ohppi  ^  ^ aontal  sessions  on 

xuesac.ys  lor  school  chilaron  and  expectant  mothers. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccinatinn s 

tinned °p?rn?2  from  diphtheria  is  maintained  by  the  con¬ 

tinued  efforts  of  aoctors,  health  visitors  and  parents  in  thP 
mmanisation  campaign,  over  SCy  of  infants  now  being  protected 
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in  their  first  year.  In  addition  to  the  children  immunised  by 
the  family  doctors,  sessions  are  arranged  in  the  schools  and  at 
the  Welfare  Hut,  Welvjyn  for  large  groups  as  necessary.  Small¬ 
pox  vaccination  is  also  increasingly  accepted  as  a  necessary 
preventive  measure,  over  60>l  of  children  receiving  primary 
vaccination  early  in  infancy. 

Whooping  cough  inmmisation  introduced  during  1953  is  now 
accepted  by  most  parents  as  a  necessary  preventive  measure  from 
the  fourth  month  of  infancy.  The  remarkable  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  whooping  cough  both  in  this  and  neighbouring 
Districts  probably  results  in  some  measure  from  the  higher 
levels  of  immunity  achieved. 

Good  progress  was  made  in  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
campaign  during  the  year  both  in  the  early  age  groups  and  also 
in  the  15-25  year  group.  Medical  practitioners,  health 
visitors  and  the  heads  of  schools  have  co-operated  well  in  the 
practical  arrangements,  while  Dr,  Howarth  regularly  includes 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  of  children  at  the  v/eekly  infant 
welfare  sessions  held  at  the  Welfare  Hut,  The  acceptance  rates 
in  older  age  groups  above  15  are  lower  than  for  children,  but 
it  is  not  easy  to  advise  effective  means  of  improving  the  rate 
in  the  outlying  communities  of  tho  district.  Increasing 
supplies  of  British  Vaccine  towards  the  end  of  tho  year  enabled 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  introduce  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
for  all  up  to  the  age  of  40  years. 

Old  People's  Welfares 

The  Welwyn  Jubilee  Old  Folk's  Club  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mr.  L,¥, Adams,  has  had  another  active  year  developing  many 
activities  and  interests  for  its  members,  and  now  nimber  over 
.  100  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  60  each  week.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Mrs,  E,H. Elliott  for 
again  arranging  various  excursions  enjoyed  by  all  members  of 
the  club,  and  also  help  in  arranging  transport  and  financial 
aid  to  individual  members  on  their  annual  holidays. 

Tho  chiropody  sessions  now  established  on  a  definite  basis 
with  the  financial  support  of  the  County  Council  scheme  con¬ 
tinues  to  expand  and  is  proving  of  great  benefit  to  club  members. 

The  Woolmer  Green  Old  Persons  Club,  Honorary  Secretary,  Mr, 
E.H.Chirgwin,  has  also  had  an  active  year  maintaining  its  total 
membership  of  about  40  with  regular  meetings  on  Friday  after¬ 
noons. 


The  regular  chiropody  sessions  have  been  discontinued  but 
those  members  needing  attention  now  attend  the  chiropodist  at 
the  Jubilee  Old  Folks  Club  in  Vfelwyn, 
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Home  Help  Service? 

_  ^The  local  organiseT  for  the  Wolwyn  Rural  District  is  Mrs. 
H.R.jjavson^  Gooseacre  Health  Centre ,  Cole  Green  Lane.  Welwn 
Garcen  City ^  Telephones  Welvryn  Garden  2190.  An  efficient  team 
helps  ^  has  now  been  built  up  for  the  Rural  District , 
although  at ^ times  in  the  summer  Mrs.  Dawson  states  that  she  is 
hard  presseci^to  meet  local  roQuests  on  the  service  ^  particularly 
at  holiday  times  when  some  of  the  regula,r  home  helps  are  not 
available.  There  is  a  need  for  women  in  each  parish  \rilllnr  to 
register  j.or  casual  home  help  work  to  maintain  this  essential 
service,  pie  service  continued  to  be  of  very  great  assistance . 
particularly  to  the  elderly  throughout  the  district,  and  at 
times  of  sudden  illness  and  confinement. 

Hospitals  2 

.r-  4.  district  is  served  by  its  own  hospital,  the  Queen 

ictoria  Memorial  Hospital,  x/hich  has  forty  beds  for  general 
medical  and  surgical  cases.  Within  easy  reach  are  the  larmer 
hospitals  at  Hitchin,  Hertford  and  St.  Albans,  where  full 
diagnostic  ana  specialist  facilities  are  available.  The  maiority 
01  maternity  patients  needing  hospital  confinement  are  admitted 
to  the  Welw^nn  Garden  City  Maternity  Hospital,  but  maternity  beds 
are  availaole  also  at  Hitchin  and  St.  Albans! 

Executive  Counni.l  % 

ihe  iiertf ordshire  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  pro- 
^  general  practitioner,  dental  azid  j^Harmaceutical  service 

the  Glsri.r  of  the  Council  and  he 
has  offices  at  156-i5d,  Fore  Street,  Hertford  (Teleuhone: 

Her  Ilford  3195*  ) 

ilance  SGrvlcos 

Hoquests  for  ambulance  transport  from  hosnitals,  doctors  and 
the  general  public  in  emergencies  and  at  accidents  are  met  by  the 
stafx  ana  vehiclos  attached  to  the  Mel^^yn  Garden  City  Station, 
assisted  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service-.  ’ 

Welfare  Foods; 

m  , p*®*  Milk,  Vitamin  A  and  D 

tablets.  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Orange  Juice  are  sold  at  the  lufant 
V/elfare  Conire  on  Fridays  from  2  -  !+  p.m 
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Section  C  -  INFECTIOUS  DISUSES 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  wero 
received  during  the  years- 


Measles  19 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  throughout 
the  district  has  again  been  low  apart  from  scattered  cases  of 
measles  in  the  Spring,  The  District  remains  free  from  outbreaks 
of  scarlet  fever  or  other  streptococcal  infections,  and  there 
wero  no  notifications  of  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  whooping 
cough  or  food  poisoning. 

Tuberculosis s 

Following  a  review  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register, 
the  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  followss- 


On  register  at  31st  December ^ 

Male 

Pul.  N/Pul. 

Female 

Pul.  N/Pul. 

Total 

19^3  ooe  ••0 

Removals  from  the  register 

18 

2 

20 

4 

during  the  year  « • •  • . . 

Added  to  the  register  during 

1 

2 

3 

the  year  ...  ...  ... 

On  register  at  3 1st  December, 

3 

2 

5 

#0*  *00  •oo  *00 

20 

2 

20 

4 

^6 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinics  at  Osterhills  Hospital,  St,  Albans, 
and  the  Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  undertake  the  treatment  of 
cases  in  VJelv/yn  and  the  southern  part  of  the  District,  while 
cases  from  the  Mardley  Hill/Woolner  Green  area  attend  Letchworth 
Clinic.  Homo  visiting  of  all  cases  is  maintained  through  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  the  special 
housing  needs  of  each  case  are  fully  investigated. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  children  aged  13  years  attending 
Mary's  S,M, School  was  undertaken  early  in  the  year  with  a  sa 
factory  acceptance  rate. 


St. 

tis- 
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Section  D  -  SAfllTiUtt*  CIKCUl-ISTANCES 


OF  THE  Aim 


WATER  SUPPLY s 


•  4-,  Report  gave  details  of  how  it  was  proposed  to  deal 

with  Wo  serious  situations,  being  (a)  the  difficulty  of  meeting 
the  demands  made  on  the  Rural  Council's  School  Lane  Well  and 

Uo;_the  poor  supply  to  the  Lanercost  Close,  Oaklands  area 
during  periods  of  heavy  drav/. 

4.1  have  now  been  rectified,  by  connecting  part 

of  the  School  Lane  sorvice  area  (Broomfield  Road,  London  Road, 
the  Crescent  and  Queensway  Estate)  to  the  Potters  Heath  Tower 

pumping  main  at  a  point  near  the  Fire  Station  in  Hertford  Road, 
Welwyn,  ’ 

^ ihe  effect  of  this  is  that  the  School  Lane  pumps  are  now 
working  well  within  their  capacity.  The  pump  at  the  LifTswell 
Station  which  serves  the  Potters  Heath  tower,  althoiigh  taking  on 

u?  fslioved  by  the  use  of  another  pump  at 
the  uigswell  Suation  which  will  send  additional  water  to  the 

urnhan  Green  tower,  which  will  be  used  to  serve  the  Lanercost 
^lose,  Oaklands  area  through  the  new  6"  main  now  laid  throup'h 
Harmer  Green  Wood  from  Harmer  Green  to  Lanercost  Close, 

/The  supply  of  water  from  the  vvelwyn  Rural  district  is  still 
obtained  from  the  following  sources s- 

i)  Welwyn  Garden  City  Pumping  Station  situated 
in  "che  Mimran  Valley  |  and 

ii)  a  woll,  situated  at  School  Lane,  Welwyn, 
owned  by  the  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council, 

ilti-IIIFALLs 


n-p  I'ffiinfall  were  taken  during  the  year  and  a  total 

T,T  .?  *  ir  recoraeci  at  a  Station  set  up  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 

Works,  Weliyn  By-Pass  Road,  Wol;yn,  -i-bi^uoai 

There  was  a ^measurable  fall  on  109  separate  days,  the 
heaviest  fall  being  1.58'*  on  the  10th  July*,  1959 
month  was  July  with  a  fall  of  3,70”  and  the  drie 
Febri;ary  x^ith  a  fall  of  0.09”, 

-"^0^  ■to  restrict  the  use  of  hose-pipes 

fn?ln?rnr^^i  year  under  Report.  This  decision  was 

followed  by  an  excop uional  dry  spell.  As  always  when  such  a 


.  The  wettest 
st  month  was 
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The  increased  consumption  can  be  accounted  for  in  part  by 
the  watering  of  gardens  and  the  occupancy  of  new  houses,  plus 
the  normal  tendency  to  use  more  water  in  hot  dry  weather. 

However,  the  existence  of  a  major  burst  is  alv/ays  possible 
and  a  special  effort  was  made  to  see  if  this  was  so.  A  niraber 
of  small  bursts  were  located  but  the  high  consumption  continued. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  the  Water  Undertaking 
is  in  the  control  of  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company.  The  Water 
Company  has  not  located  any  major  burst  which  accounts  for  the 
increased  consumption. 

SElffiRAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSALS 

One  change  has  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  during  the 

year. 


A  new  9"  diameter  S.G.  Stoneware  sewer  has  been  laid  from 
the  newly  developed  Lockleys  Wood  housing  scheme  for  119  houses 
to  the  Mimrani  Valley  sewer  in  the  Hertford  Road,  Digswell,  a 
distance  of  approximately  3»0C0  feet.  An  additional  29  houses 
and  a  school  can  be  connected  to  the  sewer  by  the  laying  of 
lateral  pipes.  The  Welwyn  Garden  City  Urban  District  Council 
have  constructed  a  small  sex^age  ejector  station  at  Digswell  to 
serve  6  low  lying  houses.  The  station  discharges  into  the  new 
9"  sewer  in  Welwyn  icural  District. 

The  Sewerage  schemes  for  (a)  the  remainder  of  Digswell  and 
(b)  the  Pulling  Mill  area  of  vielwyn  Parish  are  at  present  with 
the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  it  is  hoped 
that  tenders  will  be  invited  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Council  has  one  purpose  made  vehicle  operating  a  cess¬ 
pool  emptying  service  in  that  part  of  the  district  not  on  main 
drainage. 


During  the  year  1025  services  were  given  involving  the 
removal  of  1373  loads  of  sewage. 

If  there  is  a  delay  at  any  time  due  to  breakdown,  holidays, 
sickness  or  excessive  demand,  a  private  cesspool  service  is 
used  (Contract  Gully  Cleansing  Ltd). 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSALS 


In  the  light  of  the  attendant  difficulties  of  operating  a 
small  unit,  a  satisfactory  weekly  collection  has  been  maintained 

The  two  vehicles  at  present  in  use  are  showing  greater 
tendency  to  lose  time  due  to  breakdown  and  two  new  vehicles  are 
to  bo  purchased. 
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IMPROVEMEIST  GRANTS  s 

The  housing  accomiaodation  in  the  Rural  District  comprises 
mainly  Council  houses  and  owner/ occupied  houses  which  already 
possess  the  amenities  for  which  Improvement  Grants  were  intro¬ 
duced  . 

Only  a  little  Interest  has  been  shown  by  the  i)ublic  in  the 
"Discretionary  Grants",  possibly  due  to  the  expense  of  bringing 
the  houses  up  to  a  state  of  full  repair,  which  is  conditional 
upon  the  making  of  a  grant  by  the  Council  and  which  does  not 
rank  for  grant. 

During  the  year  7  "Discretionary  Grants"  were  made  in  the 
total  sum  of  £2,871. 

The  introduction  of  the  'Standard  Grant"  may  do  more  to 
encourage  owners  to  improve  their  property  by  providing  the 
standard  amenities  but  during  the  year  only  7  grants  were  made 
in  the  total  sum  of  £5^5* 

INSPECTIONS  OF  DISTRICTS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  miscellaneous  Public  Health 
visits  carried  outs- 


Housing  D of Gets 

45 

Cafes 

24 

Gantoens 

6 

Nuisances 

15 

Food  Shops 

16 

Infectious  Disease 

2 

Gosspools 

18 

Slaug  hter house  s 

40 

Building  Byolaws 

320 

Bakeries 

10 

Movoablo  Dv/ollings 

24 

Factories 

17 

MalT  INSPECTIONS  $ 

Only  one  private  slaughterhouse  is  operated  in  the  district 
and  a  very  good  hygienic  standard  is  maintained. 

The  follox'/ing  are  details  of  inspections  made  and  seizures 
involveds- 


45  Bovine s, 

73  Sheep 

5 

6h  Pigs. 

Cirrhosis 

0  e  e  0 

2 

Bovine  Livers 

Strongyli 

0  0  •  • 

8 

Sheep  Plucks 

Ascaris  larvae 

0  «  0  • 

5 

Pig  Livers 

Distonatosis 

•  0  •  • 

4 

Bovine  Livers 

Tuberculosis 

•  0  •  0 

2 

Pig  Pleads 

fj 

•  0  0  « 

1 

Bovine  Pload 

Hydatid  Gysts 

e  «  0  0 

1 

Bovine  Kidney 

Abscess 

«  0  0  • 

1 

Bovine  Liver 

7^ 


HOUSINGS 


A  total  of  122  houses  9  all  by  private  enterprise 9  were 
completed  during  the  year. 

Four  sub-standard  houses  were  the  subject  of  formal 
discussions  between  the  Goimcil  and  the  ov/ners.  In  each  case  a 
renovation  scheme  is  to  bo  submitted  to  the  Council. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  three  sub¬ 
standard  houses  in  Mimram  Road9  Welwyn9  in  order  to  create 
additional  open  space.  Eight  houses  have  previously  been 
demolished  for  the  same  purpose  and  the  land  taken  into  culti¬ 
vated  gardens. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
Mimram  Road  area  in  Welwyn  Village. 


The  area  contained  4-7  houses 9  mostly  small  2  bedroom  types. 
The  present  state  is  that; 

8  houses  have  been  demolished <» 

3  houses  have  been  purchased  for  demolition. 

2  houses  have  been  converted  into  one. 

4  houses  have  been  fully  improved. 

4  houses  have  been  partially  improved. 

24  houses  out  of  a  total  of  38  houses  in 
the  area  are  now  owner/occupied. 
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